
VOLUME 95 3RD QUARTER  2026

LNLA…Remembering When 2027 Super Plants

WWW.LNLA .ORG

Photo courtesy of:



12398 LA-25, Franklinton, LA 70438

985-796-9655

www.windmillnurseryllc.com

windmillnurseryla

windmillnurseryllc

 OUR MISSION IS TO GROW THE HIGHEST
QUALITY OF CONTAINER-GROWN SHRUBS,

PERENNIALS, TREES, AND GROUND COVERS,
WHILE PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT AND

GIVING BACK TO OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY.

CONTACT US!



Officers & Board of Directors

BRIAN BRIDGES
Treasurer
BWI Co., Inc.
PO Box 610, Forest Hill, LA 71430 
318-623-9158
brianbridges@bwicompanies.com

MORGAN MILLING
Executive Director
PO Box 1447, Mandeville, LA 70470
985-237-2939
Morgan@lnla.org

LISA LOUP
Past President
AMK Landscape Services, Inc.
850 Newman Ave., Jefferson, LA 70121 
504-913-8272
amkland@aol.com

BRANDON ADAMS 
President
Adams Nursery 
PO Box 580, Forest Hill, LA 71430
318-748-6745
badams793@gmail.com

RUSSELL HARRIS
Director
38001 Browns Village Rd
Slidell, LA 70460
(800) 641-2427
Rharris@rotoloconsultants.com

MIKE CALLECOD 
Director
RCI - Rotolo Consultants Inc.
38001 Browns Village Rd, Slidell, LA 70460
985-643-2427
mcallecod@rotoloconsultants.com

CHAD EVERAGE 
2nd Vice President
Chadscape Horticultural Services,  LLC.
337-387-0003
Chadscapellc@gmail.com

TONY CARTER 
Director
Langridge Plant Sales
14655 Hwy. 23, Belle Chasse, LA 70037
504-912-2488
lpstonyc@gmail.com

KELLIE ALFORD 
Director
Adamah Industries
34759 Clinton Road
Denham Springs, LA  70706
225-241-5950
Kellie@adamahind.com

MATTHEW BRACY
Director 
64624 Dummyline Road 
Amite, LA 70422 
985-748-4716
Matthew@bracys.com

JOHN HOOGLAND 
Director
Hoogland’s Landscape
2713 Viking Dr, Bossier City, LA 71111 
318-208-0574 
john@hooglands.com

LEE ROUSE
Director
Rouse’s Horticulture
1040 Benton Lane
Denham Springs, LA  70726
Lee337@gmail.com

MATT FENNELL
Director
Clegg’s Nursery
31275 Hwy. 16 N, Denham Springs, LA 70726
225-505-9678
mfennell@cleggsnursery.com

CRAIG ROUSSEL 
Director (Associate)
LSU AgCenter (Retired)
225-963-0139 
ag94@cox.net 

DR. DAMON ABDI 
Director of Research & Education
LSU AgCenter 
410-842-5490 
dabdi@agcenter.lsu.edu 

STETSON NICHOLS
Director
134 Fish Hatchery Rd,
Forest Hill, LA 71430
(318) 748-6348
sales@chaunceynicholsnursery.com

TORI HEBERT
Director
6386 Big Lake Road
Lake Charles, LA 70605
(337) 478-0728
sec.goodearth@gmail.com

JEFF REID
1st Vice President
225-572-2957
Integrity Lawn Services
4918 Legend Dr
Baton Rouge, LA 70817
jeff.integrity1@gmail.com

33Volume 95Volume 95



President’s Message.......................................................................................................... 5 

Manager’s Message........................................................................................................... 7 

Cover Story: Where Gardening Comes to Life.................................................................. 9 

LNLA…Remembering When............................................................................................ 12 

Diseases Impacting Southern Woody Ornamental Growers............................................ 17 

New Resources of Community and Commercial Ponds................................................... 21 

Mini Skid Steer Preventative Maintenance Checklist....................................................... 22 

Obituaries........................................................................................................................ 25 

Louisiana 2027 Super Plants............................................................................................ 31 

Explore the Benefits of Plant Trial Gardens..................................................................... 33 

What’s Growing On......................................................................................................... 35 

Farewell: Greengate Garden Center to Close After 66 Years in Lake Charles................ 39

IN
SI

D
E 

TH
IS

 I
SS

U
E

IN
SI

D
E 

TH
IS

 I
SS

U
E

DOWNLOAD THE LDAF APP TODAY!
With our mobile horticulture application, it’s simple to verify individuals 

claiming to be horticulture professionals.

Did you know? Work such as plant bed preparation, bedding plant 
installation, landscape design, lawn irrigation system installation, tree 
trimming and fertilizer application all must be conducted by someone 
licensed through the LDAF. Be sure an individual is licensed before you 
hire them.  

The app allows users to verify a horticulture license or permit of a 
business and file a complaint. The mobile app is available for both Apple 
and Android users. Download it at the iTunes and Google Play stores.
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A word from our             A word from our             

PresidentPresident

Our Mission
To enhance the quality of life for people, conserve and protect the global environment, 

and promote the professionalism and profitability of the nursery and landscape industry in Louisiana.

Hello Members, 

	 I don’t know about anybody else, but it feels like this year has went 
by extremely quickly. It feels as though it was just yesterday we were at 
the Gulf States Show, yet here we are in the full Louisiana heat of August. 
I hope that everyone is having a productive summer; it started off wet, 
a little too wet for most of us. This additional precipitation, I know, has 
caused a rise in problems with disease and insects. Raining every day 
rendered us unable to spray, which is our primary way to guard against 
and fight those insects and diseases. Now, we find ourselves in the hot, 

dry part of the summer, which in itself has its own set of problems. There is never a dull moment in the 
green industry. 

	 We had our summer board meeting on June 18th, and it was officially voted to form a LNLA PAC. 
Lisa Loup will be the president of the PAC, and she is working on getting a board put together. The 
PAC will officially begin on January 1st, 2027. The PAC will become the advocating spearhead for the 
association, which will alleviate much of the burden of the legislative affairs from the LNLA. The addition of 
the LNLA PAC will hopefully allow us to focus more on education and networking aspects while not having 
to allocate so much time and energy into advocating. We are now trying to raise the bar for education, 
research, networking, and membership to at least an even level with advocacy. Many members have 
voiced their opinions, and as a result, we are attempting to increase attention, time, and effort to education 
and membership. Morgan has been working diligently on bringing in many new members and vendors, as 
well as trying to increase the amount of education seminars – like CNLP – that we offer. 

	 I would personally like to thank everyone who attended and that gave money to the Gala in June. 
It is a wonderful event that helps to fund scholarships and research. It was a great turnout this year, and 
the money raised will aid in the future of our industry. Without the scholarships, the younger, upcoming 
generations will be less likely to pursue a career in the green industry. Additionally, the money that goes 
toward research helps to propel our industry forward with new/improved processes and techniques that 
are vital to growth. 

	 Finally, I would like to thank all the members for being loyal and helpful for each and every person in 
our industry. Without you, we wouldn’t have such a great association and family to help our industry thrive 
and grow. Everyone in our industry is important, and I wish everyone a successful end of the summer and 
fall. 

Brandon Adams
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L N L A  S u m m e r  2 0 2 6
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Need seasonal workers?
Your company may qualify for 

the H2A or H2B programs.  
Call us today to find out more!

Please keep KK in your prayers!
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In an era when many garden centers focus on 
selling plants, Chadscape Horticultural Services 
& Sprout Savvy Garden Coaching is creating 
something entirely different—a destination where 
inspiration, education, and exceptional customer 
service come together.

What truly will distinguish Chadscape is its 
commitment to creating an experience rather than 
simply operating a retail garden center. Guests will 
wander through beautifully designed displays and 
gather ideas for their own outdoor spaces while 
enjoying an atmosphere filled with music, vibrant 
landscaping, and inviting gathering areas. Every 
corner will be intentionally designed to inspire 
creativity and celebrate the beauty of gardening. 
By bringing together exceptional products, hands-
on education, and an unforgettable customer 
experience, Chadscape is redefining the garden 
center experience and establishing itself as 
Southwest Louisiana's premier nursery destination.

Thoughtfully curated displays will showcase 
premium plants, outdoor living features, and 
professionally designed landscapes that spark 
creativity at every turn. Chadscape will serve both 
homeowners and landscape professionals with 
an unmatched selection of products and expert 
guidance. The nursery will feature premium trees, 
shrubs, annuals, perennials, tropicals, and exclusive 
plant varieties selected for success in Southwest 
Louisiana's unique climate. The expansive stone 
yard and premium bulk materials center will offer 
Southwest Louisiana's most comprehensive 
selection of natural stone, decorative rock, mulch, 
soils, and landscape materials for projects of every 
scale.

Founder, Chad Everage, is one of the area’s most 
respected horticulture and landscaping professionals, 
recognized for his expertise, leadership, and passion 
for creating exceptional outdoor spaces. Throughout 
his career, he has helped homeowners, businesses, 

and communities design landscapes that are both 
beautiful and sustainable. Early in his career, Chad 
helped establish Magnolia Nursery, where he played 
a key role in its growth and success. He later served 
as the Retail Sales Manager and Buyer for Landscape 
Management, further expanding his expertise in 
plant procurement, retail operations, merchandising, 
and customer service.

Widely respected across Louisiana's green 
industry, Chad brings extensive knowledge in 
landscape design, plant health, irrigation, installation, 
horticultural management, and retail nursery 
operations. His practical approach blends decades 
of hands-on experience with a deep understanding 
of the Gulf Coast's unique climate and growing 
conditions.

Chad's leadership extends well beyond his own 
business. As a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Louisiana Nursery & Landscape Association 
(LNLA), he has played an active role in advancing 
professionalism, continuing education, and industry 
excellence across the state. 

Complementing Chad's landscape expertise is Lori 
Richard, owner of Sprout Savvy Garden Coaching, 
whose passion is helping people discover the joy and 
confidence that comes from growing their own food. 
Lori believes gardening should be approachable, 
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rewarding, and accessible to everyone—from first-time 
gardeners planting their very first tomato to experienced 
growers looking to maximize their harvests. Through 
Sprout Savvy, she provides personalized coaching and 
classes, educational workshops, practical growing 
strategies, and hands-on guidance tailored to the 
growing conditions of Southwest Louisiana. Known for 
her encouraging teaching style and practical advice, Lori 
has become a trusted resource for gardeners seeking the 
knowledge and confidence to grow successfully. 

With a shared commitment to quality, education, and 
innovation, Chadscape and Sprout Savvy is growing a 
destination where every customer leaves inspired to 
create something beautiful. 

Chad EverageChad Everage  & & 
        Lori RichardLori Richard
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We hope everyone enjoyed the “LNLA Remember 
When” column in the last issue.  We provided some 
memories of the LAN, LAN/MNA trade shows and the 
beginning of the Gulf States Horticultural Expo. We also 
mentioned LNLA being 72 years old and reminisced 
about the past executive secretaries of the association. 
This edition will focus on the history of LSU working with 
the nursery, landscape industry and the fond memories 
of our LAN/LNLA birthday celebrations. 

As all of you may know or some of you may need 
to be reminded, LAN begin in 1954 at a meeting in 
Lafayette, LA. We have had a strong tradition of birthday 
celebrations.

Who remembers the LAN 30th birthday party…..
the event was held at A and B Henderson’s BBQ and 
Crawfish Kitchen on September 15, 1984. Over 200 
individuals attended. Dr. Foret was recognized for his 
many years of service as secretary and A.B. Henderson 
was recognized for his service as the last president of 
the Louisiana State Horticulture Society’s nursery group 
and the first president of LAN.

Who remembers the LAN 40th birthday party…..Gator 
Cove in Lafayette was the site of the 40th celebration 
on May 14, 1994. LAN held a board meeting in the early 
afternoon, then we transitioned to a nice evening of 
socializing.  

Who remember the LNLA 50th birthday party…..this 
was held at Burden Research Center in Baton Rouge. We 
recognized 50 year members and living past presidents.

Who remembers the LNLA 60th birthday party…. we 
enjoyed a social at the ULL Ira Nelson Horticulture Center 

in Lafayette in September 2014 for our 60th birthday 
celebration. About 75 folks attended. Everyone enjoyed 
memories of the good days and shared jambalaya, 
birthday cake and liquid refreshments from a pirogue.   

Who remembers the LNLA 70th birthday party….just 2 
years ago on September 6, 2024 at Gerald Foret Wholesale 
Nursery, New Iberia.  Reflections were provided by Allen 
Owings and Severn Doughty. Severn gave recollections 
from Walter Imahara, our oldest living LNLA member. A 
great time was had by all.

LNLA…Remembering When
L N L A  S u m m e r  2 0 2 6 By Dr. Allen Owings

The Beginnings of LSU Work with the Nursery Industry
Dr. James Foret, agriculture professor at the University 

of Louisiana-Lafayette was the long time first executive 
secretary of LAN. He served from 1954-1986. The 
administration at ULL allowed Dr. Foret to spend 30% 
of his time working with the advancing nursery crop 
production industry in the state. While this was not an 
official extension service appointment (that is reserved 
for land grant universities, in the case of Louisiana that 
would be LSU), Dr. Foret regularly worked with nursery 
growers in Acadiana, Forest Hill and SE Louisiana during 
that 30+ year timeline. Dr. Foret was compensated $300 
monthly from LAN for his service as secretary.

In the early 1980’s, Dr. Foret would accept some 
additional responsibilities at ULL and horticulture 
professor Dr. Warren Meadows at the LSU AgCenter’s 
Burden Research Plantation in Baton Rouge was officially 
given a statewide extension service appointment to work 
with the nursery industry. This announcement was made 
to LAN members and the nursery industry in January 1980 
and was the first time that a LSU faculty member had 
been designated to work with the state’s nursery industry. 

While nursery crop research had just begun at the 
Burden facility, other research benefiting the nursery 
industry had already been conducted from the 1960s 
to this time at the Truck Crops Research 

1212Volume 95Volume 95



1313Volume 95Volume 95



L N L A … R e m e m b e r i n g  W h e n Continued...

Station (now referred to as the Hammond Research 
Station) in Hammond.  Research work for the ornamental 
industry at Hammond had been conducted over this time 
period by Bunnie Wascom, Ben Williams, Hody Wilson 
and Larry Brown. 

Dr. Meadows’ turfgrass and pecan extension 
responsibilities were transferred to other faculty 
members, a research associate was hired to work with 
Dr. Meadows, and a new greenhouse and lab building 
was built at the Burden property. Initial work in terms of 
research (Dr. Meadows had a nursery crop extension and 
research appointment) included container production 
evaluation looking at fertilizers and weed control. Dr. 
Meadows also oversaw several years of garden mum 
trials and also initiated the moving of the LSU rose garden 
from the Hill Farm Teaching Facility on the LSU campus 
to the Burden property on Essen Lane. Poinsettia and 
florist chrysanthemum research was also conducted. Dr. 
Meadows also worked with other faculty members to 
build turfgrass research plots at Burden.

Dr. Meadows coordinated the educational programs 
at the newly created LAN/MNA joint educational short 
course and trade show each January and worked with 
Walter Imahara, Imahara’s Garden Center in Baton Rouge, 
on the trade show. He also regularly met with individuals 
working on getting into the nursery industry. Many folks 

know that Dr. Meadows was the brother of Syndey 
Meadows, longtime general manager at Flowerwood 
Nursery in Alabama. Contemplating retirement at some 
time in the short term future, Dr. Meadows stepped down 
as secretary in January 1994 and I accepted the position 
as executive secretary.

What about field days for the nursery industry. The first 
field day at Burden that LSU held for the nursery industry 
was in 1981.  This would become an annual event that 
alternated between the Burden facility in Baton Rouge 
and the research station in Hammond.  These field 
days lasted from the 1980 in Hammond to 1993 in Baton 
Rouge. Field days had been held prior to this time at 
the Hammond facility but we have no detailed records 
of dates, etc. Unfortunately, the work for the ornamental 
horticulture industry at Hammond was discontinued 
with Dr. Larry Brown’s retirement in 1994 (thankfully 
much needed landscape horticulture and ornamental 
horticulture industry research and extension efforts 
would begin again at Hammond in 2005/2006 under the 
leadership of Dr. Regina Bracy when she became station 
director there). During these field days, LAN held a board 
meeting in the AM and the field day was in the PM. The 
event was traditionally held in October. Attendance 
ranged from 80 to 600 (yes, 600, wow).
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GUIDE TO YOUR LNLA
MEMBER BENEFITS

Short-Term Care/Home Health
Care
A Home Care policy can allow you to choose
where you recover and offset the costs of
care not covered by traditional health care.
The choice of your home, assisted living
facility, or the nursing home should be
yours.

Long-Term Care
A Long-Term Care insurance policy can
ease the financial burden on your loved
ones helping to protect your life savings
and reduce the stress on your spouse and
children.

Medicare Solutions
Medicare Supplement plans not only help
pay for additional eligible expenses not
paid by Original Medicare, they provide the
freedom for you to use your own physician,
specialist, and medical facility. Not
connected with or endorsed by the U.S.
Government or the Federal Medicare
Program.

Cancer, Heart, Stroke, and
Accident Insurance
Benefits paid directly to you. You select the
benefit level that best suits your needs.

Whole Life
With no premium increases, or reduced
coverage due to age or health once issued,
this policy can help protect your family
from the high cost of final expenses.

Emergency Air and Ground
Transportation
Medical Access & Service Advantage
(MASA®) provides plans for lifesaving
emergency transportation services.
Services are paid in full, with no
deductibles, co-pays, or dollar limits.

Hospital Indemnity
A supplemental hospital indemnity
insurance policy could be a smart financial
decision for other hospital expenses
including extended hospital stays,
emergency room visits, ambulance
transportation and more.

Tax-Deferred Asset Protection
Tax-deferred accumulation of interest for
qualified or non-qualified funds with the
ability to participate in market gains. No
underwriting required.

GET YOUR BENEFITS NOW!
With Louisiana Nursery and Landscape Association (LNLA), you have access to exceptional

member benefits. Are you wondering if certain benefits are right for you?
Contact us for a free benefits review!

866.619.6463  |   myAMBAbenefits.info/LNLA

Kaitlyn Tidwell
kaitlyn.tidwell@getamba.com 

225-936-3728
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YOUR PASSPORT
TO SAVINGS

Some benefits not available in all states. Association membership required to obtain 
benefits. Some associations have made a special benefits website available to their 
members. Register at myAMBAbenefits.info.

Download the Passport Mobile app from your app store or Google Play

Select “Other Sign In Options” and “Sign in with an Activation Code”

Use Activation Code “ambasavers” to access the program

Complete your profile and start saving!

If you have any questions about the program or would like assistance locating a specific 
discount or vendor, contact Passport at 800.410.4211 or support@passportunlimited.com.

1

2

3

4 Download
Passport Mobile!

SAVE ON THE GO WITH THE PASSPORT MOBILE APP

ADDITIONAL MEMBER DISCOUNTS:

THOUSANDS OF SAVINGS OPPORTUNITIES!

Start Hearing, Inc.
Start Hearing, Inc. offers members a complete hearing
evaluation, warranty on digital technology aids in any style,
loss and damage protection, and batteries with a complete
benefit package.

For more information or to schedule an appointment,
contact us at 888.200.5701 or visit us online at
www.starthearing.com/partners/amba.

Identity & Fraud Protection
Our world continues to become increasingly connected to the
Internet. While this can be incredibly convenient, it also puts
some things that matter most to you at risk, such as your
identity, money and assets, family, reputation, and privacy.
That’s where ID Protection comes in. An all-in-one digital
safety net for you and your whole family includes credit
monitoring, military-grade encryption, and insurance
protection to help cover any eligible losses and fees due to ID
theft and fraud.  https://offer.aura.com/amba

Legal Services
Protect yourself and your family with a legal services plan.
Like many people, you may need legal assistance sooner rather
than later. You’ll want a lawyer you can trust at the right price.
Members can access a nationwide network of attorneys for a
low monthly cost with no copays, deductibles, or claim forms.
https://legalplan.metlife.com/amba

Updated 04/2026

1616 Volume 95Volume 95



By Max Gilley, Technical Sales Representative- BioSafe Systems

Diseases Impacting Southern Woody Ornamental Growers: 
Boxwood Dieback and Phytophthora Root and Crown Rot

L N L A  S u m m e r  2 0 2 6

A required neighborhood retention pond can be an amenity.

The signs of summer are starting to show…warming temperatures, climbing humidity, and frequent 
rainfall…all ideal conditions for disease development in southern ornamental production systems. Two 
diseases that continue to impact nursery and landscape growers are boxwood dieback and Phytophthora 
root and crown rot. 

Boxwood dieback is caused by the fungal pathogen 
Colletotrichum theobromicola and was first identified in 
Louisiana in 2015. The disease primarily affects boxwood 
cultivars, with English, Japanese, and Korean boxwoods 
all considered highly susceptible. With the availability of 
resistant cultivars leading to less incidence of boxwood 
blight, dieback has become the more prevalent disease of 
boxwoods in commercial nursery production. 

Symptoms include random twig dieback with light tan 
foliage that remains attached to branches. Infected plants 
often have healthy-looking roots and crowns, helping 

distinguish the disease from root rot problems. A key identifying feature is bright black discoloration 
beneath the bark of infected stems and twigs. Leaf spots may also develop, appearing with light centers 
and dark brown margins.

Research suggests the pathogen is commonly introduced through infected liners and spreads through 
splashing water, contaminated pruning tools, and overhead irrigation. Because symptoms can resemble 
Volutella blight, boxwood blight, or Phytophthora root rot, laboratory confirmation is often necessary for 
accurate diagnosis.

Boxwood Dieback

Phytophthora root and crown rot is caused by soilborne 
Phytophthora species and affects a broad range of woody 
ornamentals commonly produced in the South, including 
boxwood, azalea, gardenia, camellia, and holly. 

Unlike boxwood dieback, this disease attacks root 
systems and crown tissue. Early symptoms include 
yellowing foliage, reduced vigor, wilting, and canopy 
thinning. As the disease progresses, roots become dark 
and decayed, and crown tissue near the soil line develops 
brown to black discoloration.

Disease development is strongly associated with saturated soils and poor drainage. The pathogen spreads 
through contaminated soil, water movement, infected plant material, and irrigation runoff. Extended 
periods of rainfall and excessive irrigation often increase disease pressure in nursery production systems.

Phytophthora Root and Crown Rot
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A required neighborhood retention pond can be an amenity.

D i s e a s e s  I m p a c t i n g  S o u t h e r n  Wo o d y  O r n a m e n t a l  G r o w e r s Continued...

Although boxwood dieback and Phytophthora root and crown rot are caused by different pathogens, the 
diseases are often confused because both can produce canopy thinning, branch dieback, and overall plant 
decline. One major difference is that boxwood dieback primarily infects aboveground stem and foliage 
tissue, while Phytophthora infects roots and crown tissue below the soil line.

Despite these differences, both diseases are strongly influenced by irrigation practices, especially when 
irrigating in recycled systems. Overhead irrigation creates favorable conditions for disease development 
by increasing leaf wetness, splashing spores between plants, and prolonging moisture within dense 
canopies. In the case of Phytophthora, excessive moisture and standing water also promote movement of 
the pathogen through soil, runoff, and recycled irrigation water.

As more growers evaluate disease pressure within production systems, irrigation water is receiving 
greater attention as a potential source of pathogen spread. Recycled water, retention ponds, and irrigation 
systems can all contribute to movement of fungal and water mold pathogens throughout a nursery if 
not properly managed. Because of this, many operations are beginning to incorporate irrigation water 
treatment and sanitation strategies into their disease prevention programs.

In the next article, we will examine water treatment technologies currently being used in nursery 
production, including disinfection chemistries and irrigation sanitation strategies designed to help prevent 
disease and reduce pathogen spread through nurseries.

Similar, but Different

Count on FINN for quality equipment, reliable performance and 
exceptional support. Visit Vermeer MidSouth and find out why the 
best contractors count of FINN.

Shreveport, LA 
(318) 678-1575

Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company 
in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2022 Vermeer MidSouth Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Save My Louisiana:
The Legal Arm Of 
Louisiana’s Fight 

Against CCS
Working side by side with five allied 

organizations to form a united defnese against 
CCS.

OR VISIT

www.savemylouisiana.org

PO Box 3084
Pineville, LA 71360
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Pond design, operation, and management is a critical 
aspect for many landscape professionals, homeowner 
associations, and industries across the state, with a variety 
of parameters and techniques to consider. Establishing 
the most impactful best management practices to 
increase pond water quality, prevent invasive species, 
and create a healthy ecosystem can be difficult without 
proper identification of root causes and persistent issues. 
The LSU Water Quality Extension Lab, in collaboration 
with a Louisiana Sea Grant specialist and extension 
agents, has created a factsheet series for Community 
and Commercial Stormwater Ponds with quick guides 
for targeted audiences and focused articles for pertinent 
issues as a resource for professionals. This serious 
target critical issues seen across the state and provides 
management and mitigation techniques for case-specific 
examples.  

The first set of factsheets focuses on broader 
parameters affecting ponds and the mitigation techniques 
associated with these challenges. Major elements that 
are highlighted include: aquatic vegetation management, 
common impacts on water quality, water movement, 
parish governments, pond designs and function, and 
challenges and best management practices. For example, 
the aquatic vegetation resources provide indicators, 
problems, and management techniques for planktonic 
and filamentous algae, submerged, floating, invasive, and 
emergent plants. The information shows both the benefits 

and negative impacts of the imbalance of vegetation in 
pond systems. Common impacts on water quality outline 
the parameters that cause problems in ponds, such as 
dissolved oxygen, nutrients, fecal coliforms, sediments, 
temperature, and anthropogenic compounds. It’s 
important to understand what water quality parameters 
are important to maintain in ponds and how they affect 
the surrounding systems. This can also help target water 
movement strategies to increase the processing of 
nutrients or provide more dissolved oxygen to your pond 
systems. Ponds that are built as flow-through systems 
to mimic the natural movement of rain across developed 
landscapes can have issues if stagnant water becomes 
heated by the sun, reducing the solubility of oxygen in the 
water. Additionally, stratification of the water column can 
occur if the surface water is heated while deeper water 
remains cool. In either case, to stabilize nutrient conversion 
and maintain a healthy ecosystem, there may be a need 
to add mechanical aeration or circulation to ponds to 
increase oxygen levels and mixing. The water movement 
factsheet outlines types of circulation and benefits for 
pond systems. The parish government resource sets out 
to maximize the value of ponds established by parishes for 
flood control and water quality improvements. During the 
design phase of ponds, thorough analysis of secondary 
benefits can create community assets by enhancing 
property values, providing a wildlife refuge, improving 
aesthetics, and offering recreational or educational 

New Resources of Community 
and Commercial Ponds

L N L A  S u m m e r  2 0 2 6 By M.P. Hayes, PhD, Assistant Professor of Agricultural & Industrial Water Quality

Blue-green algae is a planktonic alga that are stimulated by nutrients that 
run off from impervious surfaces or oversaturated yards.

Strips of grass and vegetation around ponds can help prevent litter from 
reaching the pond while also acting as reducing runoff nutrients.
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Maintenance likely isn’t a word that brightens your day. But, in order to keep your equipment running smoothly to maximize productivity, specifically 
mini skid steers, regular maintenance is key.

Keeping up with the maintenance can seem overwhelming, but knowing what upkeep to do when can help it be manageable over the long run. 
Whether it’s daily, weekly, monthly or annually, here’s a mini skid steer maintenance checklist to help keep you on track and on schedule. Refer to 

your machine’s operators and maintenance manual for safety messages and further instructions.

MINI SKID STEER PREVENTATIVE 
MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST

Information provided by Vermeer

DAILY MAINTENANCE ITEMS 

(EVERY 10 SERVICE HOURS)
 Check engine (specifically the air intake and cooling areas)

 Check engine oil

 Check engine coolant level

 Fill fuel tanks

 Check hydraulic fluid

 Check air cleaner

 Grease machine (specifically the boom pivot and park brake)

 Check condition of tracks

 Check track tension

WEEKLY MAINTENANCE ITEMS 

(EVERY 50 SERVICE HOURS)

 Check engine (specifically the fuel lines and clamp bands)

 Change engine oil and filter

 Check track tension

 Replace fuel filter

 Replace hydraulic filter

BI-WEEKLY MAINTENANCE ITEMS 

(EVERY 100 SERVICE HOURS)

 Check engine 

(specifically the fuel filter and the fan belt tightness)

 Maintain safety signs on the machine

 Check overall machine

 Check control joystick and levers

Check neutral control positions

 Check neutral start interlocks

 Check operator presence system

 Check hydraulic system 

(and relieve the system hydraulic pressure)

 Check the park brake

 Grease the operator platform

MONTHLY MAINTENANCE ITEMS 

(EVERY 200 TO 250 SERVICE HOURS)

 Check engine 

(specifically the radiator hoses and clamp bands)

 Check the hydraulic oil cooling fan

 Replace the hydraulic filter

 Replace the fuel filter

BI-MONTHLY MAINTENANCE ITEMS

(EVERY 500 SERVICE HOURS)

 Check engine

 Remove fuel tank sediment

 Clean engine cooling system

 Replace fan belt

 Check fuel line

 Check air cleaner restriction indicator

 Replace hydraulic filter

 Change engine oil and filter

 Check battery electrolyte levels

 Clean battery terminals

YEARLY MAINTENANCE ITEMS

 (EVERY 1,000 SERVICE HOURS)

 Check the engine system (specifically check the fuel lines for 
leaks, kinked hoses and hoses that are rubbing against another 
part)

 Change hydraulic fluid

 Service the strainer

 Service the secondary air cleaner

MAINTENANCE ITEMS EVERY 2,000 SERVICE HOURS

 Drain and clean the engine cooling system

Even though maintaining a machine can seem daunting, 
following this list can help extend the life of your mini 
skid steer and maximize your productivity. Refer to 
your machine’s maintenance manual and the operator’s 
manual for more details.
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opportunities. Additionally, this can also provide 
community support for operational costs associated 
with landscape maintenance and maintaining healthy 
ecosystems. This also complements the design and 
function factsheet, which outlines the main components 
of retention and detention pond systems. While design 
and secondary benefits play a critical role in establishing 
ponds, the challenges and best management practices 
resource outlines a checklist for habitat, vegetation, 
infrastructure, and mechanical components issues and 
mitigation strategies. For instance, pond aesthetics 
have been recognized to increase property values for 
communities and should be maintained through debris 
removal and landscape upkeep. It is important to have an 
engaged community or contracted landscape company 
to continually monitor debris buildup, vegetation growth, 
weed intrusion, and general landscape aesthetics. 
These resources can serve as a tool to forecast pond 
management strategies, while also being proactive to 
challenges that may arise from current parameters or in 
the design phase for new ponds. 

The second set of factsheets under this series focuses on 
targeted groups as quick guides for mitigation strategies 
and ways to save on operational costs. These resources 
were crafted for developers/commercial industries, 
homeowners associations, and landscape professionals. 
Examples of scenarios outlined in these factsheets 
include using filtering grass around stormwater drains, 
which can help reduce sediment or clay runoff from job 
sites, but it must be maintained to prevent flooding. In 

some cases, clogs can cause water to back up into job 
sites. Once these clogs are removed, materials and debris 
can be swept into drains, increasing the litter in ponds.  
For homeowner associations, tips include providing a list 
on the HOA website of environmentally friendly soaps, 
including phosphorus-free options, and in meetings 
educating residents on areas that can lead to chemicals 
entering stormwater ponds, like driveway slopes and 
around storm drains. Washing houses, sidewalks, and cars 
using certain chemicals can cause an imbalance in pond 
ecosystems by harming the aquatic plants and microbial 
communities that break down nutrients naturally. The 
landscape professional guide provides general practices, 
like keeping heavy lawn care equipment away from the 
steep edges of ponds. This could lead to the breaking of 
turf roots, causing erosion of the soil into the pond. It’s 
best to leave a strip of grass or plants around the pond 
to help reduce runoff nutrients and catch litter before it 
reaches the pond. Additionally, a detailed maintenance 
and operational planning resource outlines the routine 
(monthly, quarterly, and after major storm events), during 
warm season, semi-annual to annual, 1-3 year, and 
5-25-year checklist for maintenance and infrastructure 
changes. This ranges from inspecting edge erosion 
around the pond to precision inspection of sloped 
pipes, underdrains, and another hard-to-access piping 
by a licensed professional. For more information on the 
community and commercial pond factsheet series, check 
out the LSU Water Quality Extension Lab homepage or 
email mhayes@agcenter.lsu.edu.

Kelley M. Monk 
318-880-5853 

kmurrell@plantceaux.com

 www.plantceaux.com
 

Gerritt Monk  
355 N. Blacktop Ext. 

318-446-2020 
gmonk@monkfarms.com 

www.monkfarms.com
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Obituaries
L N L A  S u m m e r  2 0 2 6

May 11, 1925 — Jun 9, 2026
Georgia Brantley Chargois passed into the loving arms 
of her Lord on June 9, 2026. Born on May 11, 1925, 101 
years young, “Ms. Georgia”, as she was called, was born 
in Greenbrier, Arkansas, to Zachary Taylor Loveless and 
Clara Woodruff Loveless. She was preceded in death by 
her parents and four of her six siblings: Hazel Loveless 
Cardin (Dennis), Guthrie “Gus” Loveless (Bonnie Mae), Ozie 
Loveless Martinez, and Lovetta Loveless. Left to mourn 
her passing are her siblings: Gene H. Loveless and Shirley 
Loveless McElhanon Jordan, both of Arkansas.
After graduating from high school, she worked in a factory 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, making parts for bombs during 
World War II. She was truly a “Rosie the Riveter” during the 
war. In 1945, she met and married Willie Fred Brantley after 
he returned from Germany, from serving in the U.S. Army 
during WW2. After marrying, they lived in Farmersville, 

Louisiana, where his parents resided, and Gibsland, Louisiana, where he worked for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
They moved to Jennings in July 1951, where he worked for the U.S. Soil Conservation Service. He preceded her in death in 
August 1973. They had four children: Judy Brantley Goodreau (Darrell) of Mandeville, Louisiana, Fredrick Brantley (Jennifer) 
of Jennings, Jimmy Brantley (Marlene) of Lafayette, Louisiana, and Robert Brantley (Laura Carrasco) of Corpus Christi, Texas. 
She has four grandchildren: Shelli Goodreau Brooks (Stephen) of Mandeville, Louisiana, Jason Brantley of Austin, Texas, Kelly 
Brantley (George Lewis) of Washington, DC, and Dr. Emily Brantley Roarty (Kevin) of Houston, Texas. She also has six Great-
grandchildren: Connor Brooks (Amanda Bui) of Cypress, Texas, Gaven Brooks (Darien) of Covington, Louisiana, Tatum Brantley 
and Simon Brantley of Austin, and Claire Roarty and Madeline Roarty of Houston, Texas. All are left to cherish her memory. In 
1979, she married John Chargois from Lake Charles, Louisiana. They enjoyed weekends at his camp in Big Lake, along with the 
shrimp that Mr. Chargois caught on a regular basis. He preceded her in death in December 1991.
Ms. Georgia worked at Montgomery Ward and Sears in Jennings and retired after 25 years. After retirement, she volunteered 
at the Jennings American Legion Hospital for 23 years as a Pink Lady. She was the oldest living member of the First Baptist 
Church of Jennings, was a member of the Ruth Sunday School Class, and was a member of the Baptist Young at Heart Group; 
she was also a member of the Women’s VFW.

Georgia Brantley Chargois
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Dr. Owusu Bandele was a Professor Emeritus of Horticulture at the Southern University Agricultural Centerin Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. He is best known for his lifelong advocacy for sustainable organic farming and for organizing the university’s long-
running Black History Quiz Bowl. 
Key highlights of his career and legacy at Southern University included:
•	 Black History Quiz Bowl: In 1994, Dr. Bandele began organizing an annual educational competition for students to study 

and test their knowledge of Black history, culture, and current events. The program has since grown to include middle and 
high schools throughout the parish, as well as collegiate competitions. 

•	 Agricultural Legacy: He joined Southern University in 1987 and has dedicated decades to researching low-input, 
sustainable, and organic farming techniques for small-scale farmers. 

•	 Activism and Organizations: Dr. Bandele is a co-founder of the Southeastern African American Farmers’ Organic Network 
and a nationally recognized voice advocating for equity in the food system.

•	 Living Legend: In 2015, he was honored as one of the 15 “Living Legends” by the Southern University Ag Center during 
the 125th anniversary of the nation’s 1890 land-grant universities

Obituaries
L N L A  S u m m e r  2 0 2 6

Dr. OwusuAtiba Bandele
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Some benefits not available in all states. Association membership required to obtain benefits. 
Some associations have made a special benefits website available to their members. 

TO ACTIVATE FOLLOW THESE 3 EASY STEPS!
Go to myAMBAdiscounts.com and enter your email

Enter activation code - ambasavers

Register your basic information and sign-up for email alerts

NOW YOU CAN DOWNLOAD PASSPORT MOBILE FROM THE APP STORE OR 
GOOGLE PLAY.

1

2

3

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROGRAM OR WOULD LIKE 
ASSISTANCE LOCATING A SPECIFIC DISCOUNT OR VENDOR, CONTACT PASSPORT 

AT 800.410.4211 OR SUPPORT@PASSPORTUNLIMITED.COM.

YOUR PASSPORT
TO SAVINGS

Thousands of Savings 
Opportunities for LNLA 

Members!

Your Passport Membership gives you access to a great 
selection of over 3,000 discounts across the country, 

including 850 prestigious restaurants as well as savings from 
local neighborhood merchants such as dry cleaners and auto 

service shops. Your Passport Membership also offers 
discounted travel dates on hotel reservations, cruises, resort 

vacations, and rental cars!
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Obituaries
L N L A  S u m m e r  2 0 2 6

Timothy Donice Blackwell II
Timothy Donice Blackwell II—“Bo” to absolutely 
everyone—lived his life the way some folks wish they 
could: wide open, full throttle, and with a heart big 
enough to carry half the parish in it. When he passed 
away on June 7, 2026, the world didn’t just lose a 
man; it lost a presence. The kind of presence you 
heard before you saw and felt long after he walked 
out of the room.
Bo came into the world on March 23, 1978, born 
to Tim and Rosanne Blackwell, and from the very 
beginning he was wrapped in the kind of family that 
teaches you who you are. He grew up learning the 
value of hard work, the importance of loyalty, and 
the simple truth that friendliness can take you farther 
than anything else. Those lessons didn’t just shape 
him—they became the compass he lived by.

If you ever heard Bo tell a story, you remember it. He had a way of spinning a tale that made you feel like you were right there 
beside him, even if the details wandered into the territory of “maybe true, maybe not.” He could make a whole room laugh with 
a joke, a memory, or one of his infamous practical jokes—because even when you were the target, you couldn’t help but laugh. 
He never met a stranger, and he never let anyone keep their given name for long; if Bo liked you, you got a nickname, and if he 
loved you, you probably had three.
He was a third-generation nurseryman, proud of the dirt under his nails and the heritage behind it. Work didn’t scare him. 
Sweat didn’t bother him. And shirts? Well, those were optional. If you needed help, he was already halfway to the truck before 
you finished asking.
Bo loved the outdoors like it was part of his DNA. Hunting, fishing, collecting arrowheads—those weren’t hobbies, they were 
chapters in the story of his life. Some of his hunting tales sounded like they belonged in a book of tall tales, but with Bo, there 
was always just enough truth to keep you guessing. In his younger years, he rode horses and team roped, and no matter what 
he was doing, if a song came on the radio, he was singing along. He loved a good time, a good joke, and good people—and he 
found all three everywhere he went.
But for all the things Bo loved, nothing came close to the love he had for his children, Connelly and Blaise. They were his pride, 
his joy, and the best parts of his heart walking around in the world. He adored his family, and they adored him right back. He 
cherished his nephew and niece, Case and Landry Putnam, who though he’d never say they “hung the moon,” he treated them 
like they did. His sister, Beth, was his lifelong partner in mischief and mock-arguments, the kind of sibling bond built on equal 
parts teasing and unshakeable love.
Bo was the grandson of the late H.D. and Peggy Blackwell of Folsom; the late Bernadine Antony Douglas of Madisonville; and 
the late Ruil Douglas Sr. of Ponchatoula. He was preceded in death by his uncles Speedy Douglas, Michael Douglas, David 
Douglas, John Douglas, and Richard Douglas.
He leaves behind his parents, Tim and Rosanne Blackwell; his children, Connelly and Blaise Blackwell; his sister and brother-in-
law, Beth and Aaron Putnam; his nephew and niece, Case and Landry Putnam; and a wide circle of aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
friends who felt more like family.
Bo will be deeply missed by all who knew him. And in true Bo fashion, his life will be celebrated the way he lived it—big, loud, 
full of love—at a later date.
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BWI provides THE BEST 
selection of professional 
products, competitive 
prices, and excellent 
customer service.

BWI FOREST HILL  
800.242.7234

BWI MERIDIAN 
800.395.2580  

BWI TEXARKANA 
800.442.8443 

bwicompanies.com
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‘Dragon's Breath’ Celosia

Stokesia Dwarf Yaupon 

Early Bird Gold & Goldsturm Rudbeckia

Visit LSUAgCenter.com/SuperPlants for more info 

Warm Season Bedding Plants 
Alternanthera ‘Little Ruby’ 
Angelonia – Serena Series 

Angelonia ‘Serenita Raspberry’ 
Begonia – BabyWing series 

Buddleia ‘Flutterby Tutti Frutti’ 
Celosia ‘Intenz Classic’ 

Cleome ‘Senorita Rosalita’ 
Coleus ‘Henna’ 

Coleus – Flamethrower series 
Evolvulus ‘Blue Daze,’ ‘Blue My 

Mind’ 
Gaillardia – Mesa series 

Hibiscus – Luna series 
Impatiens – Beacon Series 
Lantana – Bandana series 

Lemon Sedum 
Louisiana Iris 

Ornamental Peppers 
Pennisetum ‘Fireworks’ 
Pentas – Butterfly series 

Pentas – Lucky Star series 
Porterweed 

Salvia farinacea ‘Evolution’ 
Summer of Salvias 

Sunflower Suncredible® 
SunPatiens (compact varieties) 

Torenia – Kauai series 
Verbena ‘Homestead Purple’ 

‘Vermillionaire’ Cuphea 
Zinnia ‘Zesty’ 

Cool Season Bedding Plants 
Columbine – Swan series 

Delphinium ‘Diamonds Blue’ 
Dianthus – Amazon series 

Dianthus – Jolt series 
Dusty Miller 

Foxglove – Camelot series 
Kale ‘Redbor’ 

Supertunia Mini Vista ‘Indigo’ 
 Supertunia Vista 

‘Bubblegum’ 
Viola – Sorbet series 

Perennials/Shrubs 
Althea ‘Aphrodite’ 

American Beautyberry,  
Azalea ‘Conversation Piece’ 

Blueberries – Rabbiteye  
Camellia ‘Shishi Gashira’ 

Camellia ‘Leslie Ann’ 
Distylium ‘Cinnamon Girl’ 

Firebush ‘Lime Sizzler’ 
Gardenia ‘Frostproof’ 

Gaura 
Hydrangea paniculata ‘Limelight’ 

Hydrangea ‘Penny Mac’ 
Illicium ‘Florida Sunshine’ 

Muhly Grass  
Rose ‘Belinda’s Dream’ 

Rose – Drift series 
Rose ‘Peggy Martin’ 

Southern indica azalea ‘George L. 
Taber’ – ‘Formosa’ – ‘G.G. Gerbing’ 
Viburnum ‘Mrs. Schiller’s Delight’ 
Virginia Willow ‘Henry’s Garnet’ 

Trees 
Baldcypress (Taxodium dis-

tichum) 
Chaste Tree ‘Shoal 
Creek’ (Vitex agnus-

castus) 
Evergreen Sweetbay Mag-
nolia (Magnolia virginiana) 
Hybrid Magnolia ‘Jane’ 

L N L A  S u m m e r  2 0 2 6

MONARCH MAGIC AGERATUM (Ageratum houstonianum) debuted in 2025 via Ball FloraPlant 

(PP#36,789).  After 2 years of LSU AgCenter trials it was easy to recognize this warm season annual as 

an outstanding variety. This vegetatively propagated, spreading type ageratum (commonly called mist 

flower) is ideal for use in baskets and mixes but is also phenomenal in landscapes! Full sun to majority of 

the day sun is recommended. Great performers in landscape beds, mixed containers and baskets. Grows 

6-12 inches tall with a spread of 8-16 inches.  Irrigation requirement is minimal – only needed supplemental 

water during extended dry periods. Low maintenance. This plant starts producing the traditional blue 

colored blooms in early to mid spring and stays in constant flower through the summer and well into the 

fall, usually until first frost. Monarch Magic is highly attractive to a wide range of beneficial insects and 

pollinators. Monarch butterflies cannot resist. Experience the magic of this great plant.

Louisiana 
Super Plants2027

TEXAS STAR HIBISCUS (Hibiscus coccineus), also known as Scarlet Rosemallow, is a 
striking perennial shrub known for large, five-petaled crimson red or pure white flowers that 
form a distinct star shape. Flowers last a day like other hibiscus and are present from late 
spring into late summer. Despite its common name, this native hibiscus is mostly naturally 
found Louisiana and Mississippi eastward across the SE.  Adapted to wetlands, rain garden 
beds or typical landscape beds. Prefers full sun but can handle light shade but will be taller 
and fewer blooms will be produced. Plants rapidly grow to 6-8 feet tall but can be kept 
shorter with a late spring pruning. Plants spread to a width of 4 feet. Prized by hummingbirds, bees 
and butterflies. Outstanding heat tolerance. 

BASIL is a savory, flavorful, leafy green herb. This tender annual is native to Asia, yet this 
savory herb is common in many Italian dishes.  There are many types of basil such as Sweet 
Basil, Thai Basil, Lemon Basil, Purple Basil, Greek Basil and Holy Basil. Basil thrives with at least 
6 to 8 hours of daily sunlight and do best in moist but well drained soils. In the edible garden, 
harvest regularly to keep promotion on bushy growth and to delay flowering. l, and regular 
harvesting to promote bushy growth.  Many basil varieties can be easily grown from seed. Plant 
after the danger of frost has passed in the early spring. Basils offer distinct flavors, fragrances, 
and growth habits to a garden or landscape and are adapted to garden rows, containers and 
ornamental beds. Blooms are highly appreciated by many bee species and other pollinators.

PEACH PERFECTION ABELIA (Abelia hybrid) is a flowering shrub Louisiana Super Plant winner. 
This Star Roses and Plants variety (PP#30,954) has been performing exceptionally in landscape 
trials at the LSU AgCenter’s Hammond Research Station the past 10 years. We have been waiting 
for there to be adequate wholesale and retail availability to make this outstanding shrub “super”!  
Abelias are often utilized to inundate the landscape with color and complexity. Peach Perfection 
exhibits tri-colored foliage on stunning red stems. Foliage emerges bright orange, maturing to 
yellow, then green as summer progresses. It grows to a height of 5-6 feet but can be easily at 4 feet 
with occasional pruning. This abelia is less prone to produce “wild shoot growth” that is common 
in other varieties. Peach Perfection desires full sun. Plant in a well-prepared raised bed. This shrub 
deserves a place in pollinator gardens due to its’ very long bloom season and ability to attract 
numerous beneficial insects plus hummingbirds. 
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Florikan® engineers specialized coatings to encapsulate fertilizers, 
while optimizing plant nutrition and reducing environmental 

impact. We manufacture, blend, and distribute our controlled 
release fertilizers to high value ornamental and agricultural markets 

throughout the world and beyond..

Jeremy Woodside
For more info call 1-615-642-8162

email: jwoodside@florikan.com

Featuring:

GAL-XeONE® is used under license from JR Simplot company - Nutricote® is used 
under license from Sojitz Corporation of America

14655 Highway 23
Belle Chasse, LA 70037

(p) 504-656-2162 •  (f) 504-656-7001

Ask for Langridge Ask for Langridge 
quality plants at your quality plants at your 

local independent local independent 
garden center!garden center!

LANGRIDGEPLANTS.COM
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If you are looking for what’s new in the plant and gardening 
world, trial gardens are a hidden gem offering a unique and 
enriching experience for both seasoned green thumbs and 
curious novices. University, public garden, arboretum and 
company sponsored trial gardens are usually open to the 
public (some may be on select days only) and allow visitors 
to experience and see the introduction of new plant varieties 
and gain valuable insights into what is new in the plant world. 
The concentration is typically on annual bedding plants and 
flowering perennials but shrubs and other plant categories are 
sometimes included. Many of these gardens are also home to 
All America Selections evalations.

The plant displays are expertly planted and maintained, 
and the selections are labeled with information on each plant 
so that you can take notes and jot down your favorites. Plant 
trial gardens have become an indispensable resource for 
cultivating a deep appreciation of ornamental plants and the 
new and upcoming varieties that could potentially be offered 
at local retail garden centers. 

Located in many cities across the United States and in 
our own state of Louisiana at the LSU AgCenter Hammond 
Research Station, these gardens serve as living laboratories 
where innovative botanical experiments take place. They 
provide a cultivating environment for plant researchers, 
breeders and enthusiasts to highlight their latest creations and 
share their passion with a wider audience. Among the delicate 
petals and vibrant colors of flowers and foliage, visitors find 
themselves immersed in a world of natural beauty and endless 
possibilities.

One of the key benefits of touring trial gardens lies in the 
opportunity to witness the introduction of new plant varieties 
firsthand. As visitors stroll among the garden trial beds, they 
can observe the meticulous work of dedicated scientists and 
breeders who develop novel cultivars. These gardens offer a 
sneak peek into the intricate processes behind crossbreeding, 
hybridization and selection.

Attending open plant trial gardens also can help nurture an 
appreciation for biodiversity and environmental conservation. 
As attendees walk through the trials, they can see a display 
for plant diversity and gain a better understanding of the vital 
role these organisms play in sustaining our ecosystems. Many 
trial gardens are highlighting the importance of preserving 
endangered species and promoting native plants. These 
gardens are becoming ambassadors for the conservation 
movement, fostering a sense of responsibility and stewardship 
among their visitors.

Trial gardens in the multi-state area:
LSU AgCenter Hammond Research Station, Hammond, LA
Mississippi State University / MAFES, Verona, MS
Mississippi State University / MAFES, Poplarville, MS
Mississippi State University / MAFES, Crystal Springs, MS
University of Tennessee, Jackson, TN
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN
University of Tennessee, Crossville, TN
University of Florida / IFAS, Quincy, FL
Texas A&M, Overton, TX
Dallas Arboretum and Gardens, Dallas, TX
University of Georgia, Athens, GA
Young’s Plant Farm, Auburn, AL
Opportunities to view plants are also available at places 

such as the LSU AgCenter Botanic Gardens, SFA Gardens, 
Bellingrath Home and Gardens, Huntsville Botanical Gardens, 
Atlanta Botanic Gardens, Garven Woodland Gardens and 
many more locations such as these across the SE. Do some 
traveling each year to check out all the great plants.

*Dr, Owings also works as consulting horticulturist for 
Clegg’s Nursery, Baton Rouge and Bracy’s Nursery, Amite.

Explore The Benefits of Plant Trial Gardens
B y :  A l l e n  O w i n g s ,  E m e r i t u s  P r o f e s s o r  ( H o r t i c u l t u r e ) ,  L S U  A g C e n t e r
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Every year, the Hammond Research Station receives new and upcoming plant releases to be evaluated in the 
landscape. The plant material included in our Ornamental Trial Garden comes from both plant breeders and 
marketing companies across the country and in some cases, internationally. The trials at the Hammond Research 
Station allow growers, landscapers, and homeowners to see how new and upcoming plant material will look and 
perform in a typical landscape setting. 

This year, we installed 129 individual trials from five partner companies in early April. In May, we began 
evaluations, which will continue through September. Evaluations are comprised of objective and subjective ratings 
that assess the flowering and foliage quality of a specific variety as well as its overall landscape impact. These 
scores are averaged over the course of the trialing season to provide a final overall score at the end of the season.

While our season started off with a cold snap in early May, temperatures are rising and putting our trial plants 
through their paces. Several varieties have stood out as high-performers as we approach the mid-way mark of the 
trial season. Below are five varieties in our 2026 Ornamental Trials with the highest overall score.

B y : C a r o l i n e  B l a n c h a r d

What’s Growing On:
L N L A  S u m m e r  2 0 2 6

Impatiens Soprano® Pastel Pink
 |Proven Winners |2027 Release| 

Shade | 5.00
This self-cleaning bedding impatiens has 

increased disease resistance and a profusion 
of light pink flowers.

Salvia Mystic Spires | 
Ball FloraPlant 

| Sun | 4.83
An oldie, but a goodie. This Salvia was 

introduced to the market in the mid- 2000s 
by Ball Horticulture Company and provides a 

compact salvia with striking blue flower spikes. 
This Salvia was included in the 2022 Louisiana 

Super Plant “Summer of Salvias”. 

Warm Season Trials Underway 
at the Hammond Research Station
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L N L A  S u m m e r  2 0 2 6

Scaevola Blazen™ Blue | Ball 
FloraPlant |2027 Release| 

Sun—5.00 | Containers—4.75
There were many fans of this fan flower at our 
annual HRS Field day on June 18th, 2026. This 
well-branched, spreading scaevola created a 
carpet of bright blue flowers and captured the 
hearts of our tour group, receiving five votes- 
the most out of all the plants in the garden! 

Ipomoea Sweet Caroline 
Bewitched After Midnight™ II
 | Proven Winners | Sun| 4.88

A new release from Proven Winners in 2026, 
this ornamental sweet potato provides 

a dramatic, deep purple backdrop to the 
landscape. Perfect for a ground cover in sun or 

shade.

As our trials continue to withstand the heat and humidity of the Louisiana summer, we are looking forward to 
seeing which plants come out on top. If you are looking for inspiration or want to see these plants in action, stop by 
the Hammond Research Station.

What’s Growing On: Continued...

Helianthus Suncredible ® Yellow II 
| Proven Winners | Sun | 4.92

Released by Proven Winners in 2019, this well-
branched, continuous bloomer was designated a 

Louisiana Super Plant in 2021.
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HOME OF THE CAJUN LIVE OAK

Gerald Foret Wholesale Nursery, Inc.
4214 Forrest LeBlanc Road
New Iberia, LA 70560
(337) 365-4858 • SALES (337) 654-6351
www.geraldforetnursery.com
Member of: LNLA, TNLA, ANA, MNA, AGIA

Since 1988, we have specialized in field grown 
and container shade and ornamental trees. Our 
customers depend upon us to provide the finest 

quality trees and service available in the industry.
We continually strive to improve our production  

and level service. 

Our #1 goal is to ensure quality plant material and

Complete Customer Satisfaction!
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For generations of Southwest Louisiana residents, 
Greengate Garden Center has been more than a place to 
purchase plants. It has been a trusted source of horticultural 
knowledge, personalized guidance and inspiration for 
creating beautiful outdoor spaces. 
	 The longtime Lake Charles nursery and landscape 
company opened in 1960 and grew into a familiar destination 
for gardeners throughout the region. 
	 Located on Lake Street, Greengate developed into 
a full-service garden center and landscape company. Its 
offerings included indoor and outdoor plants, trees, shrubs, 
gardening tools, decorative containers, soils, mulch and 
landscape design assistance. 
	 The business became especially known for helping 
customers select plants suited to Southwest Louisiana’s 
climate and growing conditions.

A FAMILY BUSINESS ROOTED IN THE COMMUNITY 
Greengate has remained a family-owned business 
throughout its history. 
	 The decision to close comes as longtime owner 
Sallie Dondis, 91 years old, prepares to retire. With no family 
member available to assume ownership and continue 
operating the nursery, the family made the difficult decision 
to wind down the business. 
While the announcement marks the end of Greengate’s retail 
operations, its impact can be seen throughout the region. 
andscapes, gardens and outdoor living spaces across 
Southwest Louisiana were influenced by the plants, services 
and professional advice provided by the Greengate team. 
	 The nursery’s relationship with its customers has 
always been central to the business. Many customers 
developed personal connections with the owners and 
employees that extended beyond individual purchases or 
landscaping projects. 
THE COMMUNITY RESPONDS 
	 News of the closure brought a strong response from 
longtime customers. 
	 Community members have visited the nursery to 
purchase remaining inventory, support the employees and 
share memories of shopping at Greengate over the years. 
	 The business announced a going-out-of-business 
sale, and plants and other inventory began selling quickly 

following the announcement. For employees, customers and 
the Dondis family, the closing is emotional. 
	 Greengate remained in operation through decades 
of changes in gardening trends, plant availability, customer 
expectations and the broader nursery industry. 
A LASTING GREEN LEGACY 
	 Independent garden centers occupy an important 
place within Louisiana’s green industry. 
	 They connect professional growers and suppliers 
with the homeowners who ultimately plant and care for their 
products. 
	 They also provide something that cannot always be 
found through large national retailers: local experience and 
personalized service. 
	 Greengate’s legacy is rooted in that personal 
approach. 
	 The nursery helped customers select plants that 
could withstand Louisiana’s heat, humidity and weather 
while providing the knowledge needed to help those plants 
succeed. 
	 As the final chapter approaches, the Dondis 
family has expressed gratitude for the loyalty shown by 
Lake Charles and the surrounding Southwest Louisiana 
community. 
	 The nursery may soon close its gates, but the 
landscapes, gardens and relationships it helped cultivate will 
remain throughout the region for years to come.

FarewellFarewell Greengate Garden Center to Close Greengate Garden Center to Close 
After 66 Years in Lake CharlesAfter 66 Years in Lake Charles

After more than six decades of serving Southwest Louisiana’s gardeners, homeowners and landscape 
professionals, the family-owned nursery is preparing to close its doors.

“Thank you to Lake 
Charles and Southwest 

Louisiana for the 
support and loyalty that 
we’ve enjoyed for, well, 

for 66 years,” Dondis 
said.

Thank you to the 
Dondis family for 
your loyalty and 

being such a staple in 
Louisiana Nursery and 

Agricultture!
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(318) 955-0380
nbmetalworx.com

CLEAR YOUR WAY TO

SAVINGS
SAVE UP TO $2,750 
ON A CAT® MACHINE, 
PLUS GET $250 OFF A CAT ATTACHMENT*

Save up to $2,750 when you buy or lease qualifying Cat® Backhoe Loaders, Wheel Loaders, Mini Excavators, Multi Terrain 
Loaders, Skid Steer Loaders, Compact Track Loaders, Telehandlers or Small Dozers – exclusive to you and fellow LNLA 
members. Save an additional $250 on select Cat attachments.* To redeem your offers, visit LouisianaCat.com/Landscaping 
and fill out the required information.

You’re making a living. We’re making it easier.

*These offers apply to new Cat machines and select new Cat attachments purchased by trade association 
members or event attendees before December 31, 2020 or when the program limit has been reached. Not 
valid with other offers, programs or discounts unless otherwise specifi ed in writing. Limitations and 
restrictions apply.

EXCLUSIVE LNLA 
MEMBERSHIP OFFER

*These offers apply to new Cat machines and select new Cat attachments purchased 
by trade association members or event attendees before December 31, 2024 or 
when the program limit has been reached. Not valid with other offers, programs or 
discounts unless otherwise specified in writing. Limitations and restrictions apply
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5005 Cobra Road, Lake Charles
(337) 478-3836 landscapemanagement.org

Voted Best Landscape Company 14 Times in SWLA!

Since 1991, Landscape Management Services has 
provided Southwest Louisiana with leading commercial 
and residential landscape installation and maintenance.
We have maintained our commitment to quality, 
integrity and service, and these principles remain an 
important part of all of our projects. In addition to a 
full range of landscaping, design and maintenance 
services, we offer a fully-stocked retail nursery and 
landscape supply center for the “do-it-yourself” 
landscaper or landscape contractors.

From planning to execution, our award winning 
team exceeded expectations and delivers beautiful 
landscapes, by design!

GROWING STRONG IN 
SWLA FOR NEARLY 
35 YEARS

PROUD MEMBER OF
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Roxanne’s Southern

Roots Nursery is a

professional plant

grower in the nursery

capitol of Louisiana.

RSR has a

management team of

over 40 years and a

field staff of over 100

years combined. This

staff reacts to

provide its customers

with the highest

quality of plants. RSR

nursery Knows that

providing landscaping

companies with high

quality of plants will

result in higher profits

for its customers. Let

RSR provide your

company with an

availability list to fit

your needs with highly

professional delivery.CALL NOW!

RSRNURSERY@YAHOO.COM

318.229.7462

R O X A N N E ’ S  S O U T H E R N  R O O T S  

NURSERY  LECOMPTE  LA  

WWW.RSRNURSERY .COM

 

 

w
w

w
.
r
s
r
n

u
r
s
e

r
y
.
c

o
m

Roxanne’s Southern

Roots Nursery is a

professional plant

grower in the nursery

capitol of Louisiana.

RSR has a

management team of

over 40 years and a

field staff of over 100

years combined. This

staff reacts to

provide its customers

with the highest

quality of plants. RSR

nursery Knows that

providing landscaping

companies with high

quality of plants will

result in higher profits

for its customers. 

Let

RSR provide your

company with an

availability list to fit

your needs with highly

professional delivery.CALL NOW!

RSRNURSERY@YAHOO.COM

318.229.7462

R O X A N N E ’ S  S O U T H E R N  R O O T S  

NURSERY  LECOMPTE  LA  

WWW.RSRNURSERY .COM

 

 

ALL-PURPOSE
ALL POWER.

Equipment shown is for illustrative purposes only and may display optional or global-region speciic features, accessories or components. Please contact your local Vermeer dealer for more information on machine speciications. 
Vermeer Corporation reserves the right to make changes in product engineering, design and speciications; add improvements; or discontinue manufacturing or distribution at any time without notice or obligation. Vermeer, and the 
Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countires. © 2025 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

BATON ROUGE, LA
225.665.7900

VERMEERTEXAS.COM

SHREVEPORT, LA
318.678.1575

VERMEERMIDSOUTH.COM

The Vermeer SC48TX stump cutter 
delivers high effciency from engine 
to the stump grinding wheel through 
a 48-hp diesel engine with a direct 
drive system. This machine gives 
operators access to tight and 
challenging jobsites with a 
narrow footprint and low 
ground pressure to complete a 
variety of jobs.
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Palms
Crape Myrtles

Hollies
And more...!

120 Acres of Clean & Attractive... Field-grown Trees & Shrubs

THE
SECOND
GENERATION
Danny LaFleur = 
	 President
	 337-945-6575

Dustin LaFleur - 
	 3rd Generation
	 337-654-2997

721 Goyo Road
Washington, LA 70589

(P) 337-826-7118
(F) 337-826-9955
(E) lafleurdanny@yahoo.com

 Over 50 Years
   Of Success!

“Quality Is Our Specialty”

Supplying the South with quality field grown ornamentals since 1978.
Specializing in Crape Myrtle, Wax Ligustrum,

Hollies & Windmill Palm

148 Tanglewood Drive • Bunkie, LA 71322
318-346-1822 (P)   |   (318) 346-6638 (F)

Davis Steele / Dexter Steele
 LAtreefarm@bellsouth.net      www.louisianatreefarm.com
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Texas location

Louisiana location

Saxon Becnel & Sons, LLC
13949 Highway 23

Belle Chasse, LA 70037

Saxon Becnel & Sons of texas, LLC
4995 FM 105

orange, tx 77630

(504) 656-7535 | Phone
(504) 656-7069 | Fax

(504) 432-3007 | Ricky Cell
(504) 495-3969 | Ricky Jr. Cell
www.saxonbecnelandsons.com

saxon@saxonbecnelandsons.com

We start with a certified 
seed and finish with 

a premium citrus tree

4747Volume 95Volume 95



Shrubs and Groundcovers 
"Our Job is Making You Look Good!" 

PO Box 1067 
Glenmora, LA 71433 

www.michaels-nursery.com 
Office Hours: 

Office: (318)748-6105 Monday thru Friday 
Fax: (318)748-6108  7:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Mike Goree, Owner - (318)613-9505 
Hans Melder, General Mgr. – (318)321-7983 

Angel Rubio, Production Mgr. – (318)613-7871 

Serving you at 2 locations: 
456 Hwy 113
Glenmora, LA 

46  McGilvary Rd
Glenmora, LA

46 McGilvary Rd
Glemora, LA

 Page 13 LNLA Quarter ly  Newsletter  2014 Vol .  48  

Specializing in 5 and 10 gallon material!!!!
Contact: Debbie Head

3840 HWY 112  •  Forest Hill, LA 71430
Phone: 318-748-6715    Fax: 318-748-7441

Email: georgejohnson@yahoo.com

Serving the Green Industry since 1965!!!!
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Call To Find Out More
985-386-6000

Visit Our Website 
www.JM- IND . com

AGRIBON®
ROW COVERS

Agribon® floating row covers are an essential solution for
horticultural and agricultural applications, providing reliable frost
protection and insect control while promoting healthy plant growth.
JMI Legacy Manufacturing, L.L.C. is a trusted source for high-quality
Agribon® row covers, offering a variety of stock sizes along with
custom fabrication options to fit your specific needs.

Made from durable spun-bound polypropylene, Agribon® row covers
are available in weights ranging from 0.45 oz. to 2.0 oz. per square
yard. The lightweight fabric is gentle enough to lie directly on most
plants and vegetables while still allowing sunlight, air, and water to
pass through. Agribon® covers help protect crops from freezing
temperatures, reduce insect pressure, and extend growing seasons. 

EARLY BUY PROGRAM
Discounts on Qualifying Orders 
Valid on Agribon® purchases made between June 1 – August 31, 2026
Orders must ship before November 30, 2026
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JMI Legacy Manufacturing, L.L.C. is the premier source for specialized horticultural
and agricultural protection. With over 50 years of manufacturing expertise, we
provide high-performance solutions, including Agribon® row covers, greenhouse
films, and custom shade cloth. From rugged woven-coated polyethylene to precise
frost and insect protection, our North American-manufactured products are
engineered for durability and maximum yield. We specialize in custom fabrication
to safeguard your investment against the elements. 

Find us on socials
@jmilegacymanufacturing

Call To Find Out More
985-386-6000

HORTICULTURAL
TARPS & COVERS

Products: 
Row Covers
Greenhouse Films
Shade Cloth
Hoop House Covers
Agricultural Tarps
Perforated Row Covers
Custom Fabrication
... & more
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 |  F i x  Costs  o f  Runn ing  Equ ipment  |
 Seamless  F leet  Trans i t ion  |  Never-Stop  Loaner  Guarantee  |

Tax  Benef i ts  f rom Leas ing
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      LNLA Membership Applica1on 
First Name:_____________________________________ Last Name:__________________________________________ 
Company Name:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone1: ____________________________Phone2: ____________________________ Toll-free: __________________ 

FAX: _______________________________  Email: ________________________________________________________ 

Website: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Referred By: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

☐REGULAR MEMBER (Vo#ng) - $ Based on gross sales per year (below) 
A licensed or permi1ed business or person (in Louisiana only) engaged in one or 
more of the business types listed in box at right -- Please select no more than 5.   
Dues Annual Gross Sales 
☐$200.00 $0 - $249,999 
☐$250.00 $250,000 or more 

☐ASSOCIATE MEMBER (Non-Vo#ng) - $250.00 – includes out-of-state businesses 
☐ In Louisiana - Wholesale Allied Supplies (AS) A business/person selling any non-
plant item such as chemicals, containers, equipment, ferAlizer, garden décor or 
furniture, insurance, mulch, soil, stones, etc.   Product(s) sold: ________________ 

☐ Out-of-State -- State: ___________ --  Please select no more than 5. 

☐AFFILIATE MEMBER (Non-Vo#ng) – $25.00 
An employee of any horAculture business with a paid regular membership -- Please 
select no more than 5.  

☐GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION MEMBER (Non-Vo#ng) – $25.00 
An employee of a government or non-profit enAty, having a job responsibility in 
horAculture or closely related field 
☐College or University EducaAon/Extension/Research (U) 
☐EducaAonal/Regulatory Government Agency (GV)    
☐Public Gardens or Parks (PG) 

☐RETIREE MEMBER (Non-Vo#ng) (R) – $25.00 - Any person formerly acAvely 
employed in horAculture or closely related field and having been a paid member of LNLA 
before reArement from that employment. 

☐STUDENT MEMBER (Non-Vo#ng) (S) – FREE -  Full Ame student enrolled in a Louisiana university/college in horAculture or a closely related field. 
University/College name & locaAon (city): _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR PREFERENCE TO RECEIVE NEWSLETTERS:      ☐Email only       ☐Mail only      ☐Both email and mail 

□ OPTIONAL:  Members wishing to support the Louisiana Nursery & Landscape Founda1on for Scholarship & Research (LNLFSR) fund for 
scholarships to deserving university/college horAculture/landscape students and grants for horAculture/landscape research/educaAon should 
indicate amount and add the $$ to their dues check.  This donaAon is tax deducAble.   Dona1on Amount $____________ 

Make check payable to:  Louisiana Nursery & Landscape Associa9on  
Mail check and en1re form to:  LNLA, PO Box 1447, Mandeville, LA 70470

The ★Business Type designaAon is used in LNLA’s 
membership directory and website. Check each □ that 
applies - up to 5. 
☐Arborist/Urban Forester (A) 
☐Interior Plant Maintenance (IM) 
☐IrrigaAon Contractor (IR) 
☐Landscape HorAculture (LH) 
☐Landscape Design/Architect (LA) 
☐Landscape/Lawn Maintenance (LM) 
☐Plant Broker (BR) 
☐Retail Nursery / Garden Center (GC) 
☐Small Greenhouse/Field Grower (SG) -grow/sell direct to 

consumers 
☐Sod/Turf Producer (T) 
☐Wholesale Allied Supplies (AS) 
☐Wholesale Greenhouse Grower (WG) -bedding/ tropical 

plants 
☐Wholesale Field Grower (WF) -balled/container woody 

plants, perennials

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES (select one) and Business Types (select all that apply – up to 5) 

SEND DUES & APPLICATION BY MARCH 1 TO BE IN ANNUAL MEMBER DIRECTORY          TOTAL Amount:  $___________ 
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Create a Beautiful Pollinator Garden
with Bracy’s Bene�cial Blooms

800.899.4716    •    www.bracys.com    •    sales@bracys.com

www.lnla.org

	
  
	
  
	
  

 
Welcome to our 60th Birthday Celebration,  

Thanks to our Sponsors! 
	
  

$500	
  Sponsors	
  
Gerald	
  Foret	
  Wholesale	
  Nursery	
  

Buddy	
  &	
  Dixie	
  Lee	
  
Allen	
  Owings	
  

Perino’s	
  Garden	
  Center	
  
	
  

$250	
  Sponsors	
  
Forest	
  Hill	
  Plantceaux	
  

Lee	
  Gray,	
  CPA	
  
Louisiana	
  Growers	
  
Windmill	
  Nursery	
  

	
  

In-­‐Kind	
  Sponsors	
  
Barry’s	
  Wholesale	
  Nursery	
  

Ira	
  Nelson	
  Horticulture	
  Center,	
  ULL	
  

PO Box 1447
Mandeville, LA 70470


