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Journal of 7

Environmental This last quarter we’ll highlight a person who

Horticulture has been in the landscape contracting, main-
tenance, retail growing and landscape irriga-

GSHE Questionnaire 11 tion contracting business for a long time.
John Raymond Kavanaugh graduated from
Louisiana Tech in 1975 with a B.S. degree in
Horticulture and Landscape Design. While

CNLP 2010 14 he attended Tech he worked for Fred

Hoogland then owner of Hoogland’s Nursery
in Ruston, LA for several years and gained

invaluable insight into the nursery business.
KUDO’s to Anthony’s 19

Upon graduation John was hired as a horti-
culturist at Pinecrest State School in Pineville,
LA. He was responsible for the greenhouses

Lilies for the 21 and landscape development of fourteen new

Landscape buildings on campus.
In 1978 he transferred to Ruston State School

Scale Control 26 and was responsible for the greenhouse pro-
grams and landscaping the entire campus. It
was during this ime that John started his
own nursery, Kavanaugh’s Nursery and

Association News e Landscaping on a part time basis. In 1983
John left the Ruston State School and went
full dme on his own.

L.S‘UAigCenfer 730 John told me that it never was his goal to be

Questionnaire

the biggest ‘Green Industry’ professional but

N OIGHT John Kavanaugh

nstead insisted on doing quality work and in
every business deal he wanted to treat every-
one as he would like to be treated.

I asked John how long had he been a mem-
ber of the Louisiana Nursery and Landscape
Association and he said he joined in 1983 and
1s still a loyal, active member today. He be-
came so involved in the industry that he ex-
pressed an interest in becoming a Board
Member and in 1988 was elected and served
three, two year terms which lasted until 1994,

(Continued on Dpage 6)

Effective July 1, 2009, the state sales tax ex-
emption for business utilities has been fully

restored.

Since 1986, the sales tax exemptions for utili-
ties have been “temporarily” suspended,
meaning that all taxpayers were paying the
state sales tax on their utilities. With the pas-
sage of the “Stelly Tax Plan” by the Legisla-
ture and the electorate in 2002, the exemp-

TS - Tea scales, very
common on camellias @8 )

tion for individuals/residences were restored

2 - ’
leaving only the business community to pay
this sales tax.

During the 2005 1st Extraordinary Session
the Legislature further provided relief in this
area by reducing the sales tax on energy

sources for businesses from 3.8% to 3.3%

(Continued on Ppage 4)
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Your business will thrive
with a little help from us!
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ASSOCIATION

THE PRESIDENT’S VOICE

Mission..

- To enbance the guality of life for peaple, conserve and protect the global

envire g .
Tonment, and promote the professionalism and profitability of the nursery and Hello LNLA Members,

landscape industry in 1 onisiana.

President

Rusty Ruckstuhl

Grass Roots, Inc.

124 Beau Pre Road

Lafayette, LA 70508

(P) 337.232.5967, (F) 337.232.1469

(E) rustygrassroots @bellsouth.net

Vice-President

Peter Newton

Newton Landscape Group

8930 Buzbee Dr.

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

(P) 225.756.4321, (F) 225.756.4324

(E) pete@newtonlandscapegroup.com

Executive Secretary

Severn C. Doughty, Sr.

444 Foxtrot Drive

Mansfield, LA 71052

(P) 318.872.4677, (F) 318.872.4677
(E) scd357@cmaaccess.com

Treasurer

Pat Newman

Folsom Nursery

P. O. Box 580

Folsom, LA 70437-0580

(P) 985.796.3488, (F) 985.796.3488

(E) folsomnursery33@aol.com

Past-President

Tom Fennell

Clegg's Nursery, Inc.

31275 Hwy |6

Denham Springs, LA 70726

(P) 225.791.6060, (F) 225.791.6033
(E) tefennell@cleggsnursery.com

Administrative Assistant
Laura Crnko

8409 Vincent Rd

Denham Springs, LA 70726
(P) 225.667.4744,

(E) lernko@bellsouth.net

Director, Research & Education
Allen Owings

LSU AgCenter, Hammond Research Sta.
21549 Old Covington Hwy.

Hammond, LA 70403

(P) 985.543.4125, (F) 985.543.4124

(E) ggwing;@ggc;r.lguxegu

Director, Training

Dan Gill

LSU Plant, Environmental & Soil Science
155 J.C. Miller Hall

Baton Rouge, LA 70803

(P) 225.578.2413. (F) 225.578.0773

(E) dgill@agerrsu.cdu

Director, Associate Members (10)
Mike Goree

Poly Drip, LLC.

13799 Airline Hwy.

Baton Rouge, LA 70817

(P) 225.755.3447, (F) 225.755.1240

(E) mgoree@polydrip.com

Director (10)

Bobby Guillot

Guillot Nursery, Inc.

1305 Nursery Ave.

Metairie, LA 70005

(P) 504.309.2976, (F) 504.309.2976
(E) gardener.g@cox.net

Director (10)

Debbie Head

Poole Brothers Nursery

3334 Highway 112

Lecompte, LA 71346

(P) 318.748.6579, (F) 318.748.7441
(E) poolebrosnsy@msn.com

Director (10)

Albert Durio

Gerald Foret Wholesale Nursery
4747 1-49 South Service Rd.
Opelousas, LA 70570

(P) 337.654.6351, (F) 337.948.9763

(E) aplantman@bellsouth.net

Director (10)

Beth Perkins

Banting's Nursery

3425 River Road

Bridge City, LA 70094

(P) 504.436.4343, (F) 504.436.2749

(E) bethbperkins@yahoo.com

Director (I 1)

Francis Thorne

Thorne's Plant Farm

17868 Lake Charles Hwy.
Leesville, LA 71446

(P) 337.396.5638, (F) 337.462.1642

Director (11)

Rick Cicero

Cicero's Gardens

42| Greenwood Dr.

LaPlace, LA 70068-3228

(P) 504.469.4292, (F) 504.469.4258

(E) rick5250@bellsouth.net

Director (11)

Todd Ellefson

Windmill Nursery, LLC

PO Box 400

Folsom, LA 70437

(P) 800.535.1887, (F) 800.370.3854

(E) todd@wind illnurseryllc.

Director (I1)

Gerritt Monk

Forest Hill Nursery Farm, Inc.

353 N. Blacktop Extension
Oakdale, LA 71463

(P) 318.446.2020, (F) 318.748.6276,

(E) g082562@aol.com

Learn more at www.Inla.org

While our State's economy may be hurting,
your organization is strong and growing. Member-
ship is up, revenues look good, your board is strong and active, the
LNL Foundation for Scholarship and Research will be official by the
GSHE show and ready to receive your tax deductible donations to
help your industry grow, and a new updated website will be up an
going by the GSHE show which will help you keep updated on your
association, your fellow members, and your vendors in order to fur-
ther help you grow your business. Todd Ellefson, with Windmill
Nursery, is in charge of this project and will welcome your thoughts
on how to make our website the best in the industry. You can contact
Todd at Todd@windmillnurscrylle.com or give him a call at 800-335-
1887.

The holiday season is now here and I would ask that before we
all give in to the effects of the “feast of food”, that we not forget the
deeper meaning of the holiday. I encourage you to take 2 moment to
give thanks for all that we have and all that we are. As you spend time
with friends and family this holiday season, remember to count your
blessings. On behalf of LNLA, I would like to take a moment to
thank you for your continued support and the opportunity to serve
you and your businesses. Your commitment of time, interest, and
financial support has not gone unnoticed. As members of this indus-
try, we all help to keep our environment one of beauty and we im-
prove the quality of our surroundings and our lives. And I thank you
for that. Our companies add to the health of the business community
as well as the health of our environment. Our impact is wide and var-
ied, from providing quality, attractive spaces to providing jobs and
incomes for others. Everyday we make a difference and I wanted to
remind you of that as we pause to remember our blessings this season.

And last but not least, 1 wanted to thank you for the opportunity
to serve as you LNLA President this past year. It has been a pleasure
to serve with all of the officers and board members. If you see Severn
Doughty, our LNLA Executive Secretary, Laura Crnko, our LNLA
Administrative Assistant, or Pat Newman, our LNLA Treasurer,

please give them a big thank you for all that they do to keep our asso-
ciation strong and growing. They do a great job! h

Hope to see you at the Gulf States Horticulture Expo in Mobile
this January and at our annual breakfast meeting at 7am on Friday,
January 2204 to hear Commissioner Mike Strain, D.V.M. with the Lou-
isiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry provide the key note
address.

Again, thank you for a great year!

Rusty Ruckstuhl




PAGE 4

(Continued from: page 1)

beginning January 1,20006.

The 3.3% sales tax rate was later reduced to 2.3%
last vear when the Legislature repealed the pet-
mar;ent 1.0% portion of the business utility sales
tax as of July 1,2008. The remaining “suspended”
sales tax rate of 2.3% expired effective July 1,
2009.

In summary, effective July 1, 2009, the state sales
tax exemptions for natural gas, electricity, steam,
and water have been fully restored - meaning that
these items are no longer subject to state sales
tax. You are encouraged to check your utility bill
and to make certain that you are not being
charged state sales tax on these items for usage
on and after July 1,2009. If you are being charged
this tax in error, you should contact your service
provider and advise them of this change in the
law, and for them to contact the Louisiana De-
partment of Revenue for further clarification.

MANUFACTURING MACHINERY
AND EQUIPMENT

Effective July 1, 2009, the state sales tax exclu-
sion for manufacturing machinery and equipment
has been fully phased-in -- meaning that there is
no longer a state sales tax on the purchase, use,
lease, or rental of these items. Qualifying manu-
facturers should obtain the Application for Certi-

fication as a Manufacturer (Form R-1070) from
the LDR website at www.rev.state.1a.us.

CORPORATE FRAN CHISE TAX
ON LONG TERM DEBT

Tklle corporate franchise tax on borrowed capital
will continue to be phased-out, by excluding

::borrowed capital” from the definition of
taxable capital” 45 follows:

T
: ax.ab%e Years Borrowed Capital
€
ginning Afier Percentage Exclusion
December 31, 2008 56%
0
December 31,2009 70%
0
December 31 , 2010 100%
I
c: s‘l:;nm.ary, after December 31, 2010, borrowed
pital will e excluded from the corporate fra
chise tax base N
Article, |_4B] newsletter, Summer 2009
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Landscape and
Horticulture

‘ g Professionals Hear Abgy;
rich & Extension] Latest Research

More than 100 commercial turf and landscape professionals from across
Louisiana heard about the latest research with ornamental plants and
turfgrass at an LSU AgCenter field day Oct. 15.

The event at the LSU AgCenter’s Burden Center in Baton Rouge featured
research being conducted in Baton Rouge as well as at the AgCenter’s
Hammond Research Stadon in Hammond.

“Research is flourishing at Burden Center,” said Dr. Don La Bonte interim
head of the LSU AgCenter School of Plant, Environmental and Soil Sc;-

€NcCes.

Five years ago, what was a pasture is now dedicated turf and ornamental
research, La Bonte said of an area of the Burden Center, which comprises
440 acres in Baton Rouge.

LSU AgCenter researchers told field day visitors about several research pro-
grams devoted to the turf and landscape industry in Louisiana.

In nursery crop research, Dr. Ed Bush, who works with ornamental plants,
said he and his students have been evaluating how plants can combat pollu-
tion.

“We’te part of the solution, not part of the problem,” Bush said. “Our
products are actually taking up pollutants and breaking them down.”

Because ornamental plants can remediate pollutants, “we’re going to be
charged with finding plants to counteract pollution,” Bush said.

In one project, Bush and his colleagues have been studying plants that sur-
vived salt-tainted flood waters in the Lakeview area of New Orleans follow-
ing Hurricane Katrina.

In another presentation, Dr. Jeff Kuchny presented results of research he
has been conducting with biodegradable containers used with nursety plants.

“We’re looking at containers that will degrade after they’re emptied and
containers that can be planted directly into the soil and be landscape
friendly,” Kuehny said.

Dr. Jeff Beasley reviewed several of his turfgrass research prOjFC_tS= induil:g
one that compared the results of different pre-emergence herbicides on
rooting ability of Bermuda grass.

: . v s tin,
He said that while all pre-emergence herbicides reduced turfgrass 00t
some were less detrimental than others.

Dr. Ron Strahan told of results from his research with weeds, including
Dallis grass and spurge, in turfgrass and ornamental plants.
n ﬁnd-

‘ = 0
‘Research conducted on Dallisgrass at Burden Center has ,focu'sedmkcn 0

ing alternative control options to MSMA,” a herbicide that’s being

the market,” Strahan said.

ammond Research

Dr, Allen ¢ dwings, a researcher at the LSU Achmcr'S H cluding roses:

Station, reviewed new varieties of many flowering plants, in
dwarf crape myrtles, coleus and lirope.
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ORNAMENTAL PEST
MANAGEMENT

Each year we go through the program of managing the pest
problems encountered in the nursery to keep our pl;mt; healthy
and marketable. How many of us keep a log of the things we i
find, the things we did, the results we saw and when those prob-
lems occur_red? The process in setting this up is tedious initially
but, over time it becomes simpler as we note patterns that de-
velop over several years. This also can account for varying
weather conditions and plant varieties.

To guard against pest problems, train your staff to note
changes in plants such as color, growth, residues or unusual
factors that would damage plants. Monitoring programs where
plants are checked daily to detect insect infestations eatly can
greatly assist in pest management. In addition to noting pests, it
is good to note the beneficial insects found in the nursery and
when needed, manage sprays around them if possible. Other
than the human element, sticky, light or pheromone traps can
greatly enhance monitoring and surveillance of pest populations
and can help detect populations earlier too.

We know that in order to manage a problem, we must iden-
tify it. Starting with the county agent and his resources at the
university, we have many tools available for this. In many in-
stances, e-mails and pictures are a quick source of identification,
Occasionally samples are the only means of determining the
exact pest, particularly when dealing with scales and other small
insects pests like thrips, aphids and sometimes mites. Often it is
simple to say that this is a scale or thrips, but in some instances
insect pests can pose much greater problems, such as disease
transmission or the ability to inject toxins into the plant as they
feed. The other side of this is that not all insects are pests; some
are beneficial and others are just part of the environmental habi-
tat. Not all thrips or mites are pests, for example.

Once identity is confirmed, the management techniques
needed to effectively and economically control a problem be.-
comes apparent based on the economic tﬁreshold. Spraylflg is
not always the best bet or the more effective appro.ach. Biologi-
cal, cultural, physical or mechanical control can be justas e.ffecf-
tive and economical as sprays. Each of these tools is effective if
used properly. Some are pteventative, o.thers are toF)ls for.early—
detected populations, and some for assistance within specific
management schemes. Many dmes relnfc—.:stauon. of a pest after
management in the nursery can be associated with an alternate

host surrounding or near the nursery.

Although many pests are small, they can be moved by fmi—
mals, birds, runoff water and the wind over much greater c.hs-
rances than they can move on their own. Scales, mites, white-
flies, nematodes and many others use one ot all of these m'eth~
ods to disperse. The last resort to manage these problems is the
chemical treatment. And here, as with other management tools,
which ones to use and how and when you apply them are all

critical factors to optimum management.

All pests are best managed when young and the p()pulq-
tions are small. When spraying can affect beneficial populations
the use of baits, growth regulators, granules or drenches become
more functional tools, Utilization of combinations of these tools
provides the greatest management and helps to prevent the
overuse or abuse of any product, which could lead to the devel-
opment of tolerance of or resistance to the product and the loss
of that product and occasional related products through cross
resistance.

The use of dormant or ultra fine oils or spreader stickers to
enhance the effectiveness of the application can ensure a better
management program and the preservation of the material used.
We also have seen over the past few years the move from emul-
sifiable concentrates to the flowables, wettables, solubles, gran-
ules and dry flowables and moving away from the oil bases and
the potendal to reduce phytotoxicity.

The application of these materials is very critical. The
method of application, the coverage, the timing, the water pH,
the rate and the material selected all affect the outcome. With-
out the proper meshing of these factors, applications can be
very ineffective.

Calibration is the first component — if the sprayer is not set
right, the application is wrong. The material and rate for the pest
should be cotrect. Wrong material means no control, and wrong
rate leads to tolerance or resistance and future loss of material
ot phytotoxicity on the plants.

Proper material and timing get the material on the pest at
the most-susceptible time. Complete coverage assures that the
pest has contact with the insecticide so that optimum control is
reached. The use of oils or spreader sticker allows the material
to make contact with the pest or plant and adhere to it so that it
reaches its target.

The pH of the water can allow the pesticide to get to the
pest without breaking down in the solution so it provides the
correct knockdown and residual to provide control with a mini-
mum number of spray applications, making it safe for nursery
personnel and the environment. Proper material, mixing and
application help to reduce drift and loss of material because of
runoff, which can affect nearby water systems and non-target
organisms.

A good pest management program of monitoring, identify-
ing, selecting good management tools, calibration, application
and coverage provides the necessary steps to a good IPM pro-
gram that meets threshold goals and is safe, effective and eco-
nomical. This is all supplemented by good records of who,
what, when, where and how so the results lead to pro-active
management of pest problems in the nursery.

Article submiitted by Dr. Dale Poliet, LSU Department of Entomolagy,
(P) 225.578.2180, (C) 225.281.0383, (E) dpolleq@agctr.bsn.edu .
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Spotlght (Ci ontimued from page 1)

It was in 1988 that I first met John and we served several terms
tocether on the Board. I was always impressed with his well
thzaught out comments and he showed exceptional insight in
matters pertaining to the ‘Green Industry” and association mem-
bers. He stated how we struggled to award one or two $300.00
scholarships a year to college students and how pleased he is now
with LNLA awarding 6, $1,000.00 scholarships a year. “It’s im-
portant to help students financially so they can enter the ‘Green
Industry’ and become successful”, he said.

I asked John to profile his business and he indicated that cut-
rently he has four full ime employees and in the spring he likes
to hire Louisiana Tech students, part ime to help him and to
help them gain experience. He stated that about 70% of his
business is residential and 30% light commercial. He indicated
that he didn’t like to tackle big jobs but is comfortable doing
smaller ones and doing them well.

His company does landscape instillaton, irrigation, maintenance,
lawn service in the spring and color change out in spring and fall.
In the fall he said, “We do PPP — pruning, pine straw and pansies
and in the spring we do PPFC pruning, pine straw, fertilizing and
spring/summer color”.

John stated too that they do no horticulture spraying or arborist
work. 1 asked him that after 24 years of working in his business,
does he stll like it. He said, “There’s no business like the ‘Green
Business’. I love what I'm doing. I can remember when I first
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started out in this industry, [ would g0 to the o]
nursery folks and ask them questions. I was ne
and they always were eager to help me. This doesn’t
other industries. So what I do today when [ see 5 vr)ur‘:ppe” In
trying to get started in business? I'll stop and ask he orglfemn
they need any help and to call me if I can assist them 'Ii‘h . 'If
what little I can do to give a little something back to éhc (::
en

23

Business™.

der, eqtabhihcd
VET turne| away

I asked John what advice he’d give to a young person peg;

the nursery business today. He said, “Find out what )’iu | m?’ o
do and what you are good at but don’t spread yourself to :‘; v
In other words find your niche and do it well and don’t try i ea
too much. You have to love what you do if you're gojng?o‘; o
successful and this business is not a ‘get rich quick’ business ?
takes a while to get established and it takes time. Join LNLE; E
attend workshops, trade shows and meet suppliers and produ,c
ers. It’s good to put a2 name with a face. Personally, I try 1o su-
port the Louisiana growers and suppliers first before 20 out gf
state to get what I need. That’s important!”

I then asked John where he saw our industry going in the future
with this downed economy. “It’s not bottomed out yvet. Ive
seen some years in North Louisiana where timber prices were
down and other years cattle prices were down but I've not seen
where everything is down like it is now. I believe the economy
will bottom out in the 1%t and into the 20 quarter of 2010, Then
we can look at a very slow recovery for several years and for a

(Continued on page 29)

STFARMS NURSERY
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Dale & Lynette Westmoreland
13529 Hwy 450
Franklinton, LA 70438
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