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GULF STATES HORTICULTURAL EXPO GROWING STRONG
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MOBILE, Ala. (February 19, 2007) —
As Mardi Gras revelers celebrated on the

Center by the Alabama Nursery & Landscape
Association (ALNLA), Louisiana Nursery &
Landscape Associadon (LNLA), and
Mississippi Nursery & Nursery Association

(MNLA) had more than 4000 attendees and
677 exhibiting booths this year.

Shootout streets outside, green industry members had With a sold-out crowd of exhibitors, the
their own reason to celebrate — this year’s show lived up to its billing as the Premier
Gulf States Horticultural Expo was a sold-out Winter Tradeshow of the South. Carole
LSU Golf Course show. The Gulf States Horticultural Expo, Barton, ALNLA president for 2006, says the
Friday, May 25th hosted each year at the Mobile Convention success could be felt on the show floor. “This

was a sold-out year and we're very proud of that. The
mood on the floor was upbeat, and it was great to see
everyone,” Barton says.

(Continued on page 15)
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Mission... To enhance the quality of /1/(_) for people, conserve and profect 1,
global environment, and promote the /)r'a/(nrﬂnnri/trm and prqfffib:'ﬁbf of the
nursery and landscape industry in Lonisiana.
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LNLA BOARD
MEETINGS

Dates have been set for LNLA Board
Meetings for 2007. Members are invited to
attend and obsetve any LNLA Board
Meetings. However, should you wish to
speak or make a presentation to the Board,
please make your request in writing and
send it to Severn C. Doughty, Sr., 444 Fox
Trot Dr., Mansfield, LA, 71052, Fax/phone
318-872-4677, (E) scd357@cmaaccess.com

at least four (4) weeks prior to the meeting

so it can be included on the agenda, if time
permits.

On May 16th, the 2nd quarterly LNLA
Board Mecung will be held at 10am at
Ralph & Kacoo’s Restaurant, 6110
Bluebonnet Blvd, Baton Rough, LA, (P)
225.766.2113.

On September 12th, the 3rd quarterly
LNLA Board Mecting will be held at 10am
at Prejean’s Restaurant, 3480 1-49 North,
Lafayette, LA, (P) 337.896.3247.

On December 5th, the 4th quarterly
LNLA Board Meeting will be held at 10am
at McGee’s Landing in Henderson, LA. To
get there take 1-10 to Henderson, LA (just
east of Lafayette). Go south at Exit 115 to
1% red light which is a few hundred yards.
At the light turn left and go 2 /2 miles. As
you pass Pat’s Restaurant, on the left, go to
the levee and turn right. McGee’s Landing
is several streets down on the right,

(P) 337.280.1774.
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3334 Highway 112

Lecompte, LA 71346
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17868 Lake Charles Highway
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Mansfield, LA 71052
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(E) truevinenursery@junoc.com
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Rick Cicero

Cicero's Gardens

42| Greenwood Drive

LaPlace, LA 70068-3228

(P) 504.469.4292, (F) 504.469.4258

(E) rick5250@belisouth.net
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THE BUG DOCTOR

WATER AND pH

In all forms of agriculture one
encounters pest problems and one
would think it's enough to identfy the pest, get the correct
material, use the right rate and apply it correctly to get desired
control. Usually, that’s right but at tmes your efforts may not
be as good as at other times. This raises questions then about
the chemical, the application, the calibration or resistance of
the insect to the product. But a key factor that many spray
apphicators overlook 1s the pH of the spray water. If alkaline
water is used, this can result in alkaline hydrolysis and the result
can be loss of pest control, loss of time and loss of money.

Understanding the chemistry of water is necessary to
understand alkaline hydrolysis. Water is made up of hydrogen
(H) and oxygen (O) — two parts hydrogen and one part oxygen
which combine to form water (H2O). In water that is used to
mix with pesticides, there are dissolved materials which make
the pH of the water either acidic or basic.

Depending on the water source and the surrounding
environmental conditions, either the hydrogen ion (H+) or the
hydroxyl ion (-OH) may be more abundant. This makes the
water either more acidic (H+) or more basic (-OH). These
changes can greatly affect the efficacy of the insecticides mixed
in water. Since most insecticides are acid formers, mixing in an
acid water soluton is best. When mixed in a basic water
soluton, the acid forming insecticides go through a process
called alkaline hydrolysis. This process breaks down the
insecticide before it has an opportunity to provide desired
results. And it makes one spray more, spend more to manage a
pest problem and could cause the pest to build up a tolerance
or resistance to the insecticide. The end result is loss of the
insecticide to control the pest and the potential loss or
increased injury to the plants one is trying to protect.

Around the state pH readings range from 4.3 (acidic) to 12
(basic) with an average pH of about 8.3. This means that the
majority of water being used for management of pests is basic
and could cause alkaline hydrolysis. The optimum pH for
water used to mix insecticides is between 5.5 and 6.5.

There are several methods to check pH. Swimming pool
test kits, litmus paper and digital pH pens are all available but
the pH pen is by far the best and most accurate to use. Each
time one gets ready to spray, the pH should be checked as it
can vary with temperature, rainfall and water movement,
particularly if being taken from a pond or tank.

The best method of adjusting the pH is to use a buffer.
There are several on the market and all are about the same.
The only difference is where they are made. This is important
to remember because their rates are set by the water in which
they are tested. It is important to check pH, add a small
amount of buffer, mix and recheck pH. Then gradually add
buffer and mix unul the opumum range (5.5 to 6.5) is reached.
By doing this one will get the desired initial knock down,
effective residual and reducton in cost of application. Also, it
will reduce the potental for developing tolerance or resistance
of the insecticide to the pest and reduce the potential for
causing damage to the environment on non-target Organisms.

Occasionally, people ask about using vincgar, an acid, to
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adjust the pH of water. This will adjust the pH but it is very
susceptible to the effects of temperature. If the spray solution
is left standing for a period of time and the temperature of the
water increases, it can cause the products to break down and
the pH of the water will go back up affecting the insecticide in
solution. The buffer locks the pH in place and the water can
be stored in tanks and used from one day to the next if
necessary. Insccticides should not be held in solution for
extended periods of time. It is best to mix an insecticide and
use it after mixing — insecticides left standing in solution will
degrade over time.

It should be noted, however, that the amount of buffer
needed to adjust the pH of water may vary from day to day due
to environmental conditions. It is very easy and inexpensive to
check the pH each time when loading a tank to assure desired
results. Besides, the ultimate goal is to insure that the
insecticide is working properly.

This article provided by Dr. Dale K. Pollet, Department of Entomology,
(P) 225.578.2180, (C) 225.281.0585, (E) dpolle@ageenter. lsu.edu .

(Continued from page 1)

grown stock. During the 1980’s Danny’s dad selected
California grown Indian Hawthorn seedlings and named three
cultivars after his three daughters, ‘Elizabeth’, Janice’, and
Peggy’. During this time the LaFleurs grew hundreds of
thousands of Indian Hawthorn cultivars; generating up to 45%
of total yearly sales.

In 1981, Herbert, Danny and Danny’s brother Mike,
bought out John LaFleur which totaled 90 acres of field grown
and container stock, then in 1997 Danny and Mike bought out
their dad’s interest in the nursery. The brothers decided to
concentrate on just field grown B&B stock and sold and/or
traded all their container stock.

Today, Danny is President and Mike is Secretary of
LaFleur’s Nursery and they have 180 acres of all field grown
nursery stock. They run the nursery with 15 employees.
Evette Smith, their cousin, is the office secretary and she keeps
everything running smoothly.

When asked about his current inventory, Danny said that
they had about 3,000, 4 to 7 foot windmill palms; 6,500, 5 to 16
foot crape myrtle cultivars; 6,500, 5 to 12 foot holly cultivars;
1,000, 2 to 3 'z inch caliper red maples; and 2,000, 2 to 4 inch
caliper bald cypress trees. Of course he also has various other
nursery stock available,

LaFleur’s Nursery ships FOB to Texas, Arkansas,
Oklahoma, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, the Carolinas and
Florida. In the past, they’ve even shipped windmill palms to
Greenland. Currently, they'’re preparing an order for a
landscape project in Las Vegas, Nevada,

[ suppose one could say that LaFleur's Nursery’s
signature crop is windmill palms. One year, in the 1990’s, they
sold over §1,000,000 worth of windmill palms,

For more information on LaFleur’s Nursery you may
contact them at: 721 Goyo Rd., Washington, LA 70589, (P)

337- 826- 7118, (F) 337- 826- 9955, (E) dannyL3523@aol.com.
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The Louisiana Association of Nurserymen

has endorsed
Blumberg and Associates, Inc.
as it's insurance agency of choice.

Blumberg and Associates provides insurance
coverage with personal service for a variety of
needs, both commercial and private. You can
choose from many “A” rated insurance carriers
with competivitive rates and payment plans.

* General Liability

* Automobile - Including Trailers
e Property - Buildings & Contents
* Equipment

* Umbrella

* Health - Great New Programs Available
For Small Operators

Call For A FREE Quote

Baton Rouge

11019 Perkins Rd., 70810
P.O. Box 82030, 70884
225-767-1442
225-767-0806 (fax)

&

Ponchatoula
1440 Hwy. 51 North
P.O. Box 750, 70754
985-386-3874
985-386-5541 (fax)

Q

Denham Springs
805 N. Range Ave.
P.O. Box 1205, 70727
225-665-8146

225.665-3723fax) Blumberg and Associates, Inc.
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IN THE NEWS

IN MEMORIAM

LNLA members and all of Louisiana’s ‘Green Industry’
express their heart-felt condolences to all the families who have

lost loved ones. Expressions of sympathy would be greatly
appreciated should you see these family members.

Janice Green Akin, wife of Sherwood Akin, Sherwood’s
Greenhouses, Sibley, LA, passed away December 24, 2006.

Winifred Chamberlain, mother of Ronnie and O.D.
Chamberlain of Chamberlain’s Nursery in Forest Hill, passed
away in January 5th, 2007.

James Adair of West Mempbhis, Arkansas, brother-in-law to
Dr. Neil Odenwald, passed away February 5, 2007.

Mrs. Louise Alexander, DeQuincey Flower Shop &
Nursery, passed away. Ms. Louise and her husband, Morris, have
been long time members of the SWLAN.

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Windmill Nursery/Hackney Nursery
for winning the ‘Best Booth” Award, in the Multiple Green Booth
Category, at the Gulf States Horticultural Expo, held February 1-
3, 2007 in Mobile, Al

Congratulations to Richard Odom for making the cover of -

‘Ornamental Outlook’ Magazine, February, 2007. ‘Odom’s
Odyssey’, page 10, was a great article covering Richard’s success
and his business philosophy as owner of Country Pines Nursery
in Forest Hill.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LNLA Board Meeting dates have been set for 2007.  See
details on page 2.

John Deere Landscapes announced the purchase of LESCO
Inc. in Cleveland. The transaction is subject to LESCO
sharcholder and regulatory approval. John Deere Landscapes s
114 Stooperates 300 distribution centers of nursery stock,
irrigation and landscape supplies nationwide. LESCO operates
330 stores distributing lawn care, maintenance and golf course
products and also hares on Wheels. . "It's not just about products
anymore," said Dave Werning, John Deere Landscapes pres. "It's
about making the contractor's business easier and more
profitable. LESCO's model and people know this, and are a
natural fit with John Deere Landscapes.”

Plant Southern Living, PDSI create partnership
Southern Living magazine and Development Services Inc. (PDST)
will develop and market a collection of plants under the Southern
Living brand. Plants will include trees, shrubs, bedding plants,
groundcovers, tropicals and ornamental grasses. The program will
be introduced to U.S. and Canadian consumers in spring 2008.
PDSI, headquartered in Loxley, Ala., is expanding its grower
network and evaluating plants in antcipaton of consumer
demand. New plants for the program come from breeders in
North America, Europe and Asia.

BRCC’s New Horticulture Program

A new program in Landscape Management is now being
offered at Baton Rouge Community College (BRCC)! This
represents a wonderful opportunity to serve the growing demand
for professionally trained horticulturists for careers in the
landscape management area. This program was established in
cooperation with the Horticulture program at Louisiana State
University. Students completing their two year associate degree
in horticulture can complete their bachelor’s degree in Landscape
Management at LSU by completing an additional two years of
coursework.

Many of the courses in horticulture will be taught by LSU
faculty and students attending BRCC can cross enroll at LSU to
further specialize their training. A number of new courses have
been developed at LSU for this joint program, for example:
Arboriculture, Instillation and Maintenance of Ornamentals in
the Landscape, Landscape Construction, Green Industry
Business, Plant Materials courses and Turfgrass. These courses
are highly focused, taught one or two days a week and emphasize
hands-on learning.

Courses at BRCC are ideally suited for people currently
employed in the landscape industry — courses are offered day or
night. Think about sponsoring some of your talent. Tuition is
very reasonable at BRCC and the training will be invaluable.

For more information please contact Laura Younger at
BRCC (225-216-6823, youngerl@mybrcc.edu), Don LaBonte at
LSU (225-578-1024, dlabonte(@agcenter.lsu.edu) or Jeff Kuehny
(225-578-2158, jkuehny(@agcenter.lsu.edu).

NOTE OF APPRECIATION

Dear Members,

We want to thank you for your generous donation of $5,000
to the Margie Y. Jenkins Azalea Garden. We were overwhelmed
by the generosity of Ms. Margie’s colleagues and friends in the
Green Industry. Over $§50,000 was raised for the establishment
and maintenance of the garden honoring this remarkable woman.

We expect great things from this Garden! Due to your
support, the garden will grow and develop into a source of
information and be a visual delight for many.

Thank you again for your donation. We hope you will plan
to visit Ms. Margie’s Garden often.

Sincerely, Regina Bracy, Margie Jenkins, Robert Lee, Allen
Owings and Rick Webb

NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

The LNLA staff appreciates all the informational contributions
members provide in order to keep everyone abreast of educational
features, news, ads, happenings, events and other note worthy
information pertaining to our ‘Green Industry’. We regret any oversight,
errors or misinterpretations in Newsletter content and ask that you
contact your staff should you have any concerns.

Contact LNLA’s staff if you have “Green Industry” news:

Severn C. Doughrty, Sr. (E) scd357@cmaaccess.com
Laura Crnko, (E) lernko@bellsouth.net
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Louisiana Louisiana Nursery & Landscape Association

Nursery& proudly sponsors
Lan Meadowbrook” Insurance Group

ASSOCIATION for your insurance needs.

Feeling burdened by
Workers' Compensation?

We'll carry the load
for you!

EeE EADOWBROOK"

INSURANCE GROUP

Workers’
Compensation

Dividend Program
available to LNLA members

> Keep insurance costs down by sharing
in group profits”
Professional & Friendly Customer Service

Superior Claims Handling > Knowledgeable & experienced staff

> Helpful, worry-free claims processing > Online information at: www.wcpolicy.com

> Prompt response time, saving you money

> Quick turnaround to get your employee back to Personalized Loss Control Support
work as so0n as possible > Risk management consultation available

> Loss Control education & safety literature

*Dwidends are paid only to members who meet > Data on most common injuries for your industry

ehgiity requirements.

Contact a Meadowbrook professional today! 800,7269006

www.wcpolicy.com/Inla
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LSU AgCenter Research and Extension Update

This article provided by horticulture professor Allen Owings at the 1.SU AgCenter (P) 225.578.2417; (F) 225/578-0773;

(E) aowings@agctr.lsu.cdu). LSUAgCenter.com is brought to you by the LSU Agricultural Center (1.SU AgCenter), and it features
research-based information through informative articles, publications, and videos. Whether you're an agricultural producer looking
for the latest varicty research, a homeowner in need of lawn and garden information, or a parent in need of childcare advice, the
LSU AgCenter offers a wealth of practical, research-based information on just about anything.

Athens Select Plants

Athens Select was founded in 1999 and is the result of years of plant evaluation efforts at the University of Georgia by horticulture
professor Allan Armitage. Athens Select plants have been evaluated long term at the University of Georgia trial gardens and at other
sites in the southeast, including Burden Center, a LSU AgCenter facility in Baton Rouge. These plants are promoted as “heat and
humidity” tested. Although we have much more heat and humidity in Louisiana than in Georgia, the vast majority of the Athens Select
plants are doing well in LSU AgCenter landscape plant evaluations.

Athens Select plants named thus far include:

‘Bourbon Street’ copper plant

‘Gail’s Choice’ alternanthera

‘Linde Armstrong’ cleome

‘Red Ruffles Improved’ and “Velvet Lime’ coleus
‘Susan’s Litde Gem; ‘Firefly’ and ‘Plum Mist’ cuphea
‘Cuban Gold’ duranta

‘Black Beauty’, ‘Chocolate’ and “Tricolor’ graptophyllum
‘Panama Red’ hibiscus

‘New Gold’ and ‘Athens Rose’ lantana

‘Ron Deal’ and ‘Homestead Purple’ verbena

‘Stars and Stripes’ pentas

“Tricolor’ hypericum

‘Azure Skies’ heliotropium

‘Prince’ and ‘Princess’ pennisetum

‘Persian Shield” stobilanthes

‘Rajin Cajun’ ruellia

‘Cajun Blue’ scaevola

‘Blue Sky’ setcreasea

‘El Dorado’ turnera

The primary wholesale grower source of Athens Select plants in Louisiana is Dupont Nursery in Plaquemine. You can also see more
information on the specific plants at www.athenssclect.com.

Rose Study: ‘Knock Out’ vs. ‘Home Run’ vs. ‘Wild Thing’ vs. ‘Nearly Wild’

A landscape study on modern shrub rose cultivars was initiated in the spring 2006 at Burden Center in Baton Rouge. The purpose of
this study was to determine the overall landscape performance of new rose cultivars that are being compared to ‘Knock Out’. Included
are ‘Home Run’ (a 2006 release from Weeks), “Wild Thing’ (a 2007 release from Jackson and Perkins) and ‘Nearly Wild' (1941 rose used
extensively in landscape plantings prior to ‘Knock Out’ introduction). Data is presented below. In terms of quality appearance and
flowering in the landscape, ‘Home Run’ is somewhat comparable to ‘Knock Out’. *Knock Out” had slightly superior performance from
June-October. ‘Nearly Wild’ was superior to ‘“Wild Thing’, ‘Wild Thing” and *Nearly Wild" experience blackspot infestations by late in the
year. This study will be continued through 2007. Results some be considered preliminary.

(Continued on page 29)
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1000 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Suite 300 Washington, D.C. 20005-4914 202/789-2900 ¢ Fax: 202/789-1893

"’ HORTICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE

H'R’l JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL HORTICULTURE
Volume 24, Issue 4 (December 2000)

Pruning Leads to Increased Incidence of Freezing Damage in Abelia Hybrids

Matthew Chappell, Carol Robacker, and Orville Lindstrom, Department of Hlorticulture, U Iniversity of Georgia, CALS Griffin Campus, 1109 Experiment Streel,
Gnffin, GA 30223, ] Environ. Hort. 24(4):197-200. Decenber 2006

Significance to the Nursery Industry: Curtailing freeze damage is of gre
Southern United States. Because abelia suffers freeze damage north of USDA zone 7B, any cultural practices that may further
reduce cold hardiness should be identified so that businesses can avoid unnecessary losses. This study focused on the effect of mid-
season pruning (July 3-4, 2003) on cold hardiness of six abelia genotypes, including the widely utilized cultivars ‘Rose Creek’,
‘Canyon Creek’, and "Sherwoodii’. Over the winter season (October 2003-April 2004), all genotypes with exception of "Canyon
Creek’ were significantly more cold hardy in unpruned versus pruned treatments. The month of December 2003 had the most
notable differences in cold hardiness between pruned and unpruned treatments. Based on midsummer pruning data, we
recommend that pruning not be carried out in summer because subsequent growth is not hardened off prior to winter.

at economic importance to the nursery industry in the

Pendimethalin Influence on Azalea Shoot and Root Growth
Jeffrey F. Derr and Lori D. Simmaons, Department of Plant Pathology, Physiology, and Weed Science, 1 iriginta Tech Hampton Roads Ag. Res. And E
Diamond Springs Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 23455, | knviron. Hort. 24(4):197-200. December 2006

Sigificance to the Nursery Industry: Pre-emergence herbicide application is an important means of weed control in container
nursery production. The dinitroaniline herbicide class is commonly applied to herbaceous and woody nursery crops for control of
annual grasses and certain annual broadleaf weeds. Since these herbicides are root inhibitors, and can affect nursery crop growth,
information is needed on the potential for crop injury following application . The results of this study indicate that the emulsifiable
concentrate formulation of pendimethalin directly inhibits shoot and root growth in “T'radition” azalea. Alternative formulatons,
espccially granular types, should limit the p()tcntjal for adverse effects on shoot growth. Nursery producers utlizing pcndimcth:din
or other dinitroaniline herbicides should monitor root growth in treated plants. Delaying application until azaleas have developed a
sufficient root system should minimize any adverse impact on root growth.

xt. Center, 1444
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- Notes From The Secretary -
~_ Severn C. Doughty, Sr., LNLA Executive Segretary 2

- - . % . . -
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Hi to all my good friends,

I opened my mail today and discovered two documents sent to me by the LSU Department of Agricultural
Economics and Agribusiness. The first document was printed in October of 2006 and titled ‘2005 Louisiana
Agricultural Statistics’. Also included was a copy of the ‘2004 Louisiana Agricultural Statistics’. On the front cover
of both copies was the U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service, Louisiana Field
Office logo and the LSU AgCenter logo.

I thought to myself, this might be a good statistical summary of our ‘Green Industry’. As I anxiously looked
carefully at each page, I was sorely disappointed at what I found. The only reference to our ‘Green Industry” was
one page on floricultural crops. NOTHING about woody wholesale crops, turf production, or anything about the
service aspect of our industry — which includes landscape design, landscape contracting, maintenance/lawn
maintenance, horticultural spray applicators, interior contracting and maintenance, hortcultural services or
arborists. NOTHING was mentioned about independent retail garden centers, mass merchandisers selling
gardening products or allied suppliers either.

As I mentioned in my last column it was reported in 2003 that the overall economic impact of the Louisiana ‘Green
Industry’ was estimated at 2.21 billion dollars. Our total ‘Green Industry’ was ranked 3 in the state. Only forestry
and cotton, respectively, exceeded that in total value.

Something is terribly wrong with this picture!! And it tells me WE as an industry have a long way to go to educate
the ‘powers that be” at LSU, LSU AgCenter, Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry, state legislators and
state government as to the size, value, worth and importance of our industry.

Many of Louisiana’s agricultural commodities are shrinking in number of producers and total value as agriculrure
shifts to other parts of the country. And Louisiana’s agricultural producers are getting older and retiring.
Regrettably, very few young farmers are entering production agriculture unless they inherit the farm from their
parents or work for large corporate agricultural producers.

Not so with our industry. We are on the rise and one can make a good to excellent living working in the ‘Green

Industry’.

We as an Association need to tell our story to ‘the powers that be’. Currently, we have virtually NO voice in our
industry’s fate and that MUST change. You cannot be complaisant. We must take an activist role in educanng
everyone of the importance of our industry. Time is ticking!!!

From mid December through all of January, I spent many hours preparing for our Annual Membership Meeting
and the Gulf States Horticultural Expo (GSHE) exhibit. T have to say it was a great show for LNLA,

Our Annual Meeting went exceedingly well and Laney Strange did an excellent job of conducung it. We
accomplished passing the Articles of Incorporation, By-Laws and Conflict of Interest Policy which if we are audited
by IRS, we should fare much better now than before it was passed - my thanks to all the Regular voung members
for supporting these important changes.

I was so happy with the LNLA, LSU AgCenter and Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry exhibit at
GSHE. We had lots of help manning the booth and my thanks to Craig Roussel, Drs. Mark Leblanc, Ed Bush,
Paul Wilson and Allen Owings for spending so much time in the exhibit. I want to extend a special thank you to
Annie Coco and Leo for all their help during the entire show. Leo, I really appreciate you helping me tear down the
exhibit. Also, I want to say a special thank you to Drs. Ed Bush, Paul Wilson and Allen Owings for setung it up in

the first place.

I want to say too that it was s0 wonderful to see some very old and dear friends at the show. As 1 visited with our

new President, Danny LaFleur, in his exhibit, I saw Cricket Heumann, formally with Donald O. Heumann

Greenhouses in Poydras, LA and Rohm’s Florist in New Orleans. Cricket had been very sick and once he received
(Continued on page 20)
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Since 1988, we have specialized in field grown and container
shade and ornamental trees. Our customers depend upon us to
provide the finest quality trees and service available in the industry.

We continually strive to improve production and service.
Our #1 goal is to ensure quality plant material and

Complete Customer Satisfaction!

Gerald Foret Wholesale Nursery, Inc. -
4214 Forrest Le Blanc Road ~
New Iberia, LA 70560

(337) 365-4858 « Fax (337) 364-6520

or visit us on the web at:
www.geraldforetnursery.com

Member of: LNLA, TNLA, ANA, MNA

HOME OF THE CAJUN LIVE OAK
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LOUISIANA NURSERY AND LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATION
2007 ANNUAL AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

THE 2007 JAMES A. FORET AWARD WINNER
The Louisiana Assoctadon of Nurserymen (1.AN) was chartered in September,

1954 born of the Louisiana State Horocultural Associanon. Today's recipient of
the ].A. Foret Award is the only Iiving Charter Member of LAN and was one ot

onginal incorporators and was elected President in 1957,

5. Johns and Murphr Poole sold the Poole Brothers Nursery in Forest
1l to a three-way parmership. This partnership consisted of H.J. Poole, Jr., Sam
Poole and George Johason (George was a son-in-law of one of the oniginal Poole
Brothers).

The Poole’s and Johnson dedded to dissolve their partnership in 1970 and the
onginal Poole Brothers Nurserv was divided into three separate nurseries. George,
of course, named his nurserv after himself — George Johnson Nursery, Inc.

George once said: “Sometimes when I look back to my early vears in the

(Left to right) Murphy Johnson and his wife Cindy,
Mrs. Vera Johnson and Mr. George Johnson, along
with Vicky and Robert Johnson.

nurseny business, I'm amazed that we survived and I'm so proud to be associated

with an industry that has taken steps to be on the cutting edge of today’s

hnologyv.™
Now his son, Murphy Johnson, is president of George Johnson Nursery.
Congraruladons to George Johnson, recipient of the 2007 James A. Foret
Award.

LNLA DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD — 2007

NLA was pleased to present a Distinguished Service Award to Dr. Tom
Pope. He is a retired extension hordcultudst at the LSU AgCenter. Dr. Pope has
degrees from Mississippi State University, LSU and Ohio State University and
reared from the LSU AgCenter in 1993 after 32 years of service. He was
instrumental in working with Robert Young in Forest Hill on the release of
‘Bonnie’ dogwood. He also has promoted the posiave landscape attributes of
Taiwan cherry and other ornamental plants in the Baton Rouge area. Dr. Pope
authored over 30 extension publications while at LSU and worked diligently in
serving the consumer and commercial horticulture audience around the state. He is
the author of two books — “Aftracting Birds to Southern Gardens" and “Plants for

American Landscapes”.

LNLA PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD — 2007

Mr. Bobby Dupont, Dupont Nursery, Plaquemine, LA was recognized by
INLA with a Professional Achievement Award. Bobby has been involved in the
green industry in Louisiana since 1954 and began a hibiscus breeding effort in
1997. He is an active member of the Red Stick Hibiscus Society and the American
Hibiscus Society. He has currently developed close to 100 culavars of ‘Cajun’
hibiscus being }Sromotcd and marketed by Dupont Nursery. His hibiscus cultivars
have been recognized as award winners by the American Hibiscus Society — ‘Black
Dragon’ won hibiscus of the year for 2005 and ‘Etouffee’ was the runner-up.

Allen Owings (right) presenting to Bobby Dupont

LNLA PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR AWARD = 2007

Pete Newton hails from Arkansas. He graduated from the University of
Arkansas with 2 BA in Horticulture in 1977. He earned his Masters in Landscape
Architecrure from LSU in 1982.

From 1979 untl 1990 Pete worked for ProScapes in Baton Rouge in the
design build end of the industry. In 1990 he started the Newton Landscape
Group, a full service Landscape Company.

Pete Newton is married to Carol for 25+ years. They have two sons, Garrett
and Grayson. Garrett, 18, is currently studying Landscape Architecture at LSU.
Grayson, 21, is currently working with Pete in his business. This is a family that is

truly immersed in the green industry.
Pete has served the green industry on numerous occasions as: President of

(Continued on page 25) Pat Newman (Zefi) presenting award to Pete Newton






